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Exegesis of 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The Thessalonian epistles were meant for the church at Thessalonica. The church continued to grow during this period in history despite the persecutions that were carried out. The scriptures found in the 1 Thessalonians served to comfort as well as motivate the people with the truth of the Lord’s sure return. According to (1 Thess. 1:4-5) that God loved them and chose them since the gospel came to them not only in word but in the power of the Holy Spirit. However, there were some people within the city or the society that had made a wrong application of the Lord’s forthcoming return. 
Initially, the Thessalonica was named Therma due to the many hot springs that surrounded the area. However, it was renamed Thessalonica after the half-sister of Alexander the Great. The city was filled with opportunities that did not exist in the other areas that surrounded it. This was because of its location as it gave the city advantages over the rest. People were drawn by the bustling city which boasted of trade and philosophy (Powell 395). The region had natural resources such as gold, silver, continental fruits, grain, and timber. The city was also pro-Roman and self-governing which meant that it was a free city. The city was located in a region that connected Rome with the East and ran through Macedonia and along the Aegean Sea. Therefore, the city served as a commercial center. It attracted wealthy people which resulted in improving the social status of the Macedonians. Besides, the city was also filled with evil and licentiousness. There was a strange mixture of the rites of the worship of the Cabiri cult and seaport city which led the Apostle to invoke a special exhortation for the holy living. 
There was a section of people who believed that Jesus Christ offered them a new way of living which was meant to exempt them from hard work. As a result, the people turned to be idle, however, it is still not easy to tell exactly why some Thessalonians were not working. Perchance, the Thessalonians might have mistakenly thought that when Jesus Christ promised them eternal life, it meant that the kind of life that they were living did not matter any longer. People cannot survive without consuming resources and therefore, having some section of the population not getting involved in executing work meant that they were relying on those who were working during this time. The idlers were living off the resources of the more responsible members of the church. Generally, there lack no people who are relying on other’s resources (Powell 401). Such people involve the old and children as well as the sick. Therefore, the idlers who were in a position of doing work were consuming the resources that were intended to meet the needs of those who genuinely were unable to support themselves such as those listed above. Such people end up getting involved in unlawful activities and they also become troublesome as well as argumentative.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The church at Thessalonica was started by Paul with support from his co-workers such as Silas and Timothy during the Second Missionary Journey. Through the work of Paul, his co-workers, and above all the power of God, many people became Christians. The situation that prevailed within Macedonia and its environs prompted Paul to write his letters. It could be argued that Paul was looking forward to encouraging those who had been converted into Christianity to strive to continue leading a faithful Christian life within the hostile pagan environment that existed within the city at that time (1 Thess.4:1-8). The Macedonians were also facing other struggles such as sexual immorality, idolatry, and they were also confused about what was in store for them as they were aware of the impending end times. 
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