FALL 2020 ENGL 152 – 04 (61468)
Readings in American Literature

Short-Response Essay 1 (2 pages)

Due: Wednesday, 10/14, by 11:59 PM: uploaded to Safe Assign on Blackboard

Human beings are social creatures. We are social not just
in the trivial sense that we like company, and not just in the
obvious sense that we each depend on others. We are social
in a more elemental way: simply to exist as a normal human
being requires interaction with other people.
--Atul Gawande 
(USAmerican surgeon, writer & public health researcher)

For your FALL 2020 ENGL 152 – 04 Short-Response Essay 1, write a brief essay focusing on one of the following assigned texts: “Amelia, or The Faithless Briton,” or Walt Whitman’s “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,” or Willa Cather’s “Paul’s Case: A Study in Temperament.”

In your essay, consider how the text you choose to focus on represents human beings as social creatures,  In this very brief essay, make reference to specific details from the text you are discussing and consider how the text represents a social world in which humans live with other humans and in which how we live and act in the world may have effects on others’ lives.

For an essay this brief, I encourage you to focus your discussion on a couple of representative examples, that is, on details from the text that offer you opportunities to explore what you think about the text’s representation of a human social world.
Some guidelines

Do not research the author or the text for this writing assignment.  Such research, while certainly useful on other occasions, will not facilitate the learning goals for this assignment, your practice in identifying local instances of language and form and in composing those observations into a larger interpretive thesis.  I do not want others’ interpretations to be getting in the way of your work on and presentation of your interpretive thinking.  

Do not waste space with grandiose introductory remarks.  Rather, get to your specific point in your first sentence.  The rest of this very short essay should consist of close examination (close reading) of specific language and/or form in the text.

Use a title that introduces your interpretive thesis.  This is a requirement, a crucial part of your Short-Response Essay.

Use MLA format: see “General Format,” “In-Text Citations,” & “Works Cited” page.  These and other relevant sections on MLA Style are available on the Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab).

No late essays.  Late essays will only be accepted when you arrange an extension with me in advance of the deadline.  Should you be given an extension, one-half letter grade may be deducted from the grade for that essay.

Your essays must be submitted through Safe Assign on Blackboard.
  

