ENGL 152 – 04 (61468)
Readings in American Literature
FALL 2020

Short-Response Essay 2 (3 pages)

Due: Monday, 11/16, by 11:59 PM: uploaded to Safe Assign on Blackboard

Write a brief essay focusing on Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s Herland and making a connection to one other text from our ENGL 152 – 04 assigned reading.  

You may focus on any aspect of Gilman’s novel and choose any other assigned text with which to connect your discussion of Gilman’s novel.  Allow yourself to be inventive and to choose a connection that can help you discover something of interest to you in Gilman’s novel.  Connections might be based on similarity or difference, on resonance or contrast.  Feel free to connect your discussion with anything meaningful to you in our collective life, whether from the past or from the present, and/or in your personal experiences.  In all cases, be sure to explain your thinking and the connections that you are making.

Refer to specific details of language and/or literary form from the texts you are discussing.  For an essay this brief, I encourage you to focus your discussion on a couple of representative examples, that is, on details from the texts that offer you opportunities to explore what you think about the two texts’ representations.

Some guidelines

Do not research the author or the text for this writing assignment.  Such research, while certainly useful on other occasions, will not facilitate the learning goals for this assignment, your practice in identifying local instances of language and form and in composing those observations into a larger interpretive thesis.  I do not want others’ interpretations to be getting in the way of your work on and presentation of your interpretive thinking.  

Do not waste space with grandiose introductory remarks.  Rather, get to your specific point in your first sentence.  The rest of this very short essay should consist of close examination (close reading) of specific language and/or form in the text.

Use a title that introduces your interpretive thesis.  This is a requirement, a crucial part of your Short-Response Essay.

Use MLA format: see “General Format,” “In-Text Citations,” & “Works Cited” page.  These and other relevant sections on MLA Style are available on the Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab).

No late essays.  Late essays will only be accepted when you arrange an extension with me in advance of the deadline.  Should you be given an extension, one-half letter grade may be deducted from the grade for that essay.

Your essays must be submitted through Safe Assign on Blackboard.
 
