Current Ethical Issues: Critical Film Response                                       
E. Kerwin Jones, PhD    

As indicated in your course outline, you are required to write one critical film response counting for 5%of your overall mark. Your film choice is Moonlight, a 2016 American coming-of-age drama starring Trevante Rhodes, André Holland, Janelle Monáae Ashton Sanders Jharrel Jerome Naomie Harris and Mahershala Ali. Moonlight follows the main character, Chiron, during three stages in his life: his youth, adolescence, and early adult life. It explores the difficulties he faces with his sexuality and identity, including the physical and emotional abuse he endures growing up in Miami Florida. Moonlight is the first film with an all-black cast and received an Oscar, the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture and has been cited as one of the best films of the 21st century. 
Your Tasks in this critical response are the following:

Integrate the ethical theories we have studied—(i.e. Virtue Ethics, Kantian (Deontological) Ethics, and Utilitarianism) in responding to the film, Moonlight.  Use the frameworks and insights of these ethical theories to interpret and evaluate key ethical characters and events in the film. 

1) Provide an Outline of your work, (that is present your detailed plan demonstrating how you will structure your response), along with a clear thesis statement. As a general rule, a thesis statement is a single sentence near the beginning of your response that presents your main argument. It is a sentence that answers the following questions: What is the film’s main argument? Why was this film made? What will be the central argument you present in analyzing this film? Your outline needs to be handed in with your response and is part of your mark (see rubric) 
2) Evaluate the moral character of (2) individuals in the film from two (2) different ethical perspectives:  For example, you may use the insights of Virtue Ethics to evaluate the character of Chiron, or the Cuban drug dealer, Juan, or Chiron’s mother, Paula. Ask yourself--What would Aristotle say about their characters? Then choose another actor and evaluate their moral character using a different ethical perspective—(i.e.) Use a Kantian or a Utilitarian perspective...Remember you need to evaluate two different characters using two different ethical perspectives. 

3) Identify three (3) different ethical events or moral dilemmas in the film:
Choose three (3) key ethical events in the film and evaluate these events using three (3) different ethical theories. You must use three different ethical theories—not simply apply the same ethical theory to the three events choosen. If you analyze an event involving Chiron from a deontological perspective, then analyze two other ethical events using two other ethical perspectives. 
Length: Your critical response is to be 2- 3 (max) typewritten pages, double spaced, font size 12.. 

This is a good way to check if you have completed all the assignment tasks! (. 

