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Reflection on “Just So You Know” Documentary
In this documentary, director Rosie Perez talks about important things viewers should pay attention to. One important thing I learn from this film is the issue of embracing culture. The beginning of the film shows footage of the National Puerto Rican Day Parade in the streets of New York. Puerto Ricans are gathered in the streets to celebrate their culture which they are proud to be associated with. Moreover, Perez takes the audience through the history of the Puerto Ricans and how they have managed to integrate into the American society. What clicks on my mind from this is the importance of celebrating our cultures regardless of where we are across the globe. Culture is an essential part of humanity. Culture molds our identity in society and it helps us appreciate the people we are in society. And this is what Puerto Ricans are proud of as they celebrate their day.
 This brings me to another important issue that Perez explores in this documentary. Diversity is a crucial topic that the reader can learn from this film. America is a diverse society. This implies that the American culture is not comprised of a single community; rather America is home to people from different cultures. There are different ethnic groups in the United States including White people, African Americans, Asian Americans, Hispanic, Latinos, Arab Americans, among other ethnic groups. All these ethnic groups embrace different cultures that are unique to their own people. And this is what defines America today. So through this documentary, Perez does a great job to teach us that diversity is important for the prosperity of a nation. Minorities, who are immigrants in the United States provide better skilled workforce, generate income for the country and generally contribute immensely to the growth of the nation. This is why the documentary is an eye opener to the society to embrace diversity for the prosperity of all. 
Another crucial issue discussed in this film pertains to sovereignty of nations. In the film, Perez shows footage of the struggles of the militant Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, lead by Pedro Albizu Campos, and the repression that the United States government directed against them and other independent supporters. What Perez explores here that every country has the power to govern its people without interference from a third party. However, what Perez wants the viewer to understand that the sovereignty of countries has often been influenced by other nations that want to pursue their own agendas. In this case, the United States is portrayed as a nation that has always had influence in other nations for the sole purpose of pushing her own agenda.
 And it is with no doubt seeing from this film that Puerto Rica remains a U.S. colony many years after the era of colonization. What is important about this view is that people of a sovereign nation need to lead lives free from oppression. America has created a hostile environment in parts like Puerto Rica which has made the political landscape oppressive to the citizens. As viewers, we are left to wonder whether such nations like Puerto Rica will ever evade the hands of their oppressors in order to ensure the prosperity of their citizens. 
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