Running head: FAIRBANKS, ALASKA		1
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA		5

[bookmark: _GoBack]





Fairbanks
Name of Student
Institutional Affiliation
Date








Fairbanks, Alaska
Fairbanks is a city in Alaska with a lot of history on how it gathered and attracted people as well as how it came to be known as the heart of gold. The city was named Fairbanks in honor of Charles W. Fairbanks who was an Indian senator and later became the vice president of the United States under President Theodore Roosevelt. Before the gold rush of the early1900s, the Eskimos, Athabaskans and the Inuit lived and made a living from hunting and fishing in the region now called Fairbanks. Later on, when Alaska was bought from Russia and became a part of the U.S small settlement miners started to occupy Fairbanks but the land in this region only started being developed during the Klondike Goldrush. 
In early 1901 one trader named E.T Barnette had an outpost in Tanana valley which became massively prosperous a year later when gold was discovered. Following the discovery of gold, many prospectors rushed into the town in large numbers hence making it be incorporated into a city within just two years. Over decades the city built roads and railways which made it more accessible and the main economic hub in Alaska. (Ryan, 2018) Moreover, the establishment of University of Alaska-Fairbanks which acted as a model for other schools in the University of Alaska brought progress to the city of Fairbanks. The city also has the Trans-Alaska pipeline running through it, and this made a huge impact on the history of this city in so many ways. 
Today’s Fairbanks, Alaska is a city that is popular for its tourist attraction as it offers a mix of its gold-rush period mystery as well as the scenic and naturally beautiful Alaskan countryside and Mount McKinley. As mentioned the primary reason that led to the development of Fairbanks is the Goldrush that attracted people in large numbers, the people came because of the opportunity of finding the most gold possible and hence striking big economically. Also, the increase in immigration that was happening all over the country at that time facilitated many people to settle in Fairbanks, Alaska because there were available land and the potential of prosperity. Moreover as the cities became more crowded more and more people moved to suburbs to find more political independence and privacy unlike in the cities.
Suburbanization
Suburbanization is the opposite of urbanization as it involves the population shift from areas that are more urban and widespread into suburbs, and this is due to several reasons. From the history of Fairbanks, Alaska it can be noted that this city experienced suburbanization because different people came from all over the country to the little town even before it became a city and the motivation for these people was the hope of striking gold. The settlements of these individuals created suburbs hence suburbanization. The city of Fairbanks was just a small town but with prospects for prosperity and this is the major reason for its development.
The term suburbanization involves the expansion as well as the reorganization of metropolitan settlements and as mentioned in the book many cities had so much opportunity, unlike other already established central business districts that people had previously preferred. Another reason why urbanization occurred is because of the availability of land, and this had an impact on the number of people who could relocate to different cities such as Fairbanks. (Ryan, 2018) When land is adequately available many people can be accommodated by a single region without feeling overcrowded or without privacy. Fairbanks as a city hugely depended on agriculture and mining for its wealth and success while in the book it is stated, and this is true that most cities aim to achieve a more high-tech industry to propel their growth both economically and socially quickly. Suburbs and cities have symbolic identities based on various images and slogans such as the gold rush and pipeline for the city of Fairbanks. Various cities such as Fairbanks have their development based on several factors such as economics and culture, and even to this day it is known that they developed and continue to develop due to created culture and urban tourism among other factors
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