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Faith
Introduction
The word faith is construed as a firm belief or confidence in someone or something. It generally defines firm conviction and trust. In the context of religion, precisely in Christianity. One characteristic of Faith is that when one has Faith, they get into a psychological state of being and feeling confident about someone or something (Bishop J, 2010). This paper aims to delve deeper into what Faith is all about, and the main focus will be on Christianity.
Christianity can briefly be described as the way of life that focuses on the figure of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. This means that Christians, therefore, are called to live a Christ-like life. In Christianity, God is the Supreme Being who created the universe and is the sole source of all moral authority. He is a spirit in nature and has power over all nature and human fortunes. He can also be defined as a deity. He is eternal, transcendent, and is infinite in all His attributes. Christians worship God. He manifests in three forms: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
The Bible guides Christians in their day-to-day lives. The book gives an account of what God did in the world (kugel, 1997). It also stipulates the purpose God has or had with all His creation. It is a very detailed collection of sixty-six books written in various styles by more than forty human authors inspired by the Holy Spirit. There are stories of people who lived before the coming of Jesus Christ, also during his existence on earth as the Son of God, and it also has levels of the early church. Christian faith is based on the promises of God, which are documented in the Bible.
One becomes a Christian when he or she confesses with his or her mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord and believes in their heart that God raised him from the dead according to the Bible in Romans chapter 10 verse 9. This means that for one to become a follower of Christ, he/she must believe in God and Christ His Son. This does not end at just thinking; they also have to go ahead start the journey of reading the Bible to get guidance on how to live like Jesus. This is facilitated by those who lead them to Christianity in a program known as discipleship.
According to the Bible in Hebrews 11:1, Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things that are not yet seen. Christians are taught about having seen God's nature and character as it is in His word; they should be able to have unshakable trust in Him. This is definitely like a seal for approval for blind Faith, instead, the writer of this particular book in the Bible depicts the idea of Faith as looking at the future with confidence as a show of dependence on the promises of God. Here, Christians are required to demonstrate Faith by solely relying on God when looking at their future in obedience to Him even when they cannot see or understand the whole picture of the situation at hand. This means believing in God on his objective to make good on his promises from an eternal perspective.
According to Guzik (2018), Faith does not contradict reason in as much as it is characterized by going beyond reason. He further writes that the Bible can be objectively proven to be the unique book that has ever been published which is more influential to society than any other book. It is only through Faith that Christians can prove that the Bible is the word of God. Faith is not just a fundamental belief, according to (Guzik 2018). It is also the willingness to trust, to rely on, and even to cling to the promises of God. It is being a Christian calls for making unwavering decisions to walk the walk of Faith. Trusting beyond doubt in God for their desired results in life.
In the  Bible Genesis 4:3-5), Faith is seen at the beginning of the history of man, whereby faith Abel offered to God a more appealing sacrifice which it is said was better than that of his brother Cain. God testified that he was righteous through his gifts. The difference between the sacrifice of Cain and that of Abel was not that of animals and vegetables. It does not mean that God loved either of the two more than the other. This was purely about Faith in God. In other words, Abel gave his sacrifice to a God with a lot of humility and, more so, Faith in God which was not the case when it came to Abel (Guzik, 2018).  The story goes on and on, and God acknowledges the sacrifice given by Faith which was that of Abel leaving that of Cain.
Through Faith, Christians are taught from the Bible that without Faith, it is impossible to please God. This is seen in the same book of Hebrews, chapter 11 verse 6. This is preceded by an example of a story that illustrates how Noah was exempted from death by God. This happened at a time in his life where the Bible says he walked with God until he was no more. He could not be seen because God had taken him away so that he could not experience death. God had before then commended him for pleasing him in his acts of Faith.
Abraham of the Bible also lived by Faith. It is shown in several instances where he believed in promises that were beyond reason. In the first instance, God asked Abraham to move from a place he had known and stayed for a very long time in his life and move to a place he knew nothing about. Somewhere he had never known or gone before. This place was later supposed to be given to Abraham by God as his inheritance.  It was only through Faith that Abraham decided to move and embark on the journey to the Promised Land. (Hebrews 11:8). It is written that he did not know where he was going and when he arrived, he made his home in the Promised Land like a stranger would do in a foreign country. This was only done by Faith as he did not have any visible assurance. Through this Bible story, Christians are encouraged that whenever they feel convicted that God is instructing or expecting them to do something, they should not look at the current situation or the factors involved. Instead, they should always be ready to work or act by Faith and not by sight, according to Guzik (2018). By Faith, Abraham was consistently focusing on the city with foundations whose architect and builder is God.
Sarah, who was Abraham's wife, was also very instrumental in demonstrating her walk of Faith. This happened when she was given a message from God that she was going to bear a child. At this particular point in time, Sarah was past the childbearing age according to human biology. This means she had reached menopause, and at that, she could not bear any child based on this scientific evidence. The Bible says that through Faith, Sarah was able to believe in the faithfulness of God, and soon the promise came to accomplishment. Had it not been through the Faith that Sarah had in God, she would not have had her child at her age (Guzik, 2018). It was against what used to happen to every other person, and Sarah had all reasons not to believe in the promise of God. She chose to believe, and her Faith made them pleased God, and she bore her son Isaac.
On the other hand, Abraham also had all the reasons to doubt that he would have become the father of great nations as indicated in the message from God. He was very old and was as good as dead, according to the Bible. Through this Faith, he became the father of many generations, which run up to date according to the Christian faith (Guzik, 2018). He had been promised that his descendants would be as many as the stars in the sky, which came to pass under the Faith Abraham and Sarah had in God.
God had made a promise to Abraham that it was through his only son Isaac that his offspring would come forth. He later decided to test him and instructed him to offer the same son, the only son he had ever gotten in his life, to Him as a burnt sacrifice. Abraham acted in obedience and took his son for the gift until God saw how faithful and obedient he was and gave him a sacrificial lamb. According to (Hebrews 11: 19), Abram reasoned that God also had the power to raise people from the dead and would also do the same for his son if he had gone ahead to sacrifice him. He was able to please God by doing the unimaginable act of accepting to offer the only son he has miraculously gotten from God. by Faith, he knew God was in control, and all will be okay in the end. However, he did not see how that will happen.
Also, there is a story of Faith about Noah. The Bible records how he heeded the warning from God that there would be rain that would make people perish, and at that, God instructed him to build an ark that would be a shelter for his family and animals when the heavy rains come. Noah had Faith in God, so he chose to believe the message from God and immediately built a gigantic ark. After the ark was complete, Noah, his family, and all the animals went into it, and after they were done, it was locked such that no one else could have entered after that. Then God released a hefty rain that brought floods that had never been seen before. The floods covered the highest trees and rocks. There was nothing left above it.
People of that time were so defiant and never bothered to get into the ark. Because they did not have Faith in God, they were caught up doing their business by the floods and were consumed. They did not have a chance to enter into the ark as it has been closed. The Faith that Noah had in God saved him and his family, including the animals. Noah had the choice to ignore what God was warning him about, like the other people. He could have looked at the situation and say it has never happened before, and so from the look of things, it cannot happen; he just chose to take the warning seriously and follow the instructions of God. His Faith made him live when other people were drowning. By this, he was able to please God. The other people defied God’s instructions and made him angry, and his wrath fell upon them. Should they have been obedient and had Faith in God, they would have been saved. Christians are therefore encouraged to obey God’s instructions in Faith that he will follow His word to accomplish it. The Bible also says that God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him. To Christians, this implies that God will indeed reveal Himself to anyone who wants to feel his Presence. By believing He Exists and doing his will without fail, he will keep telling himself in all situations.
When the Israelites were crossing the red sea on their way to the promised land, which was after God had sent Moses to deliver them from Egypt from the hands of the ruthless pharaoh, they could cross the red sea by Faith. God divided the sea and made it possible for the nation of Israel to cross over. In the same sea, the Egyptians drowned while attempting to travel to catch up with the Israelites and return them to Egypt. This was only made possible by Israelites having Faith in God. If they did not have strong Faith in God, they would not have been saved from the wrath of their enemies.
Whereas Faith is the medium through which Christians receive healing, cleansing, and transformation, believers move from one level of Faith to another. Right from the point of believing in Jesus Christ, one encounters various levels of Faith.in no specific order, these levels include; growing Faith, as the name suggests, where a believer can advance from one level of Faith to another. He/she keeps believing in God more and more as he continues with the walk of Faith. As Engelke (2012) would have it, growing Faith pleases God. This will be made possible if one can spend time reading the word of God, which is the Bible, and also gather with fellow brethren in worshiping God. The Bible gives the analogy of how milk helps to nourish a baby to grow healthy, and it says that that is how the word of God helps the young believers grow in Faith from one level to another.
The other level of Faith is great Faith. According to Engelke (2012), this kind of Faith is where a Christian is unrelenting and is persuaded in Faith. This is where a Christian does not give up on pushing in prayer until God grants his or her request. Many Christians are not at this level, and therefore they keep giving up after several times of praying for something they desire. Giving up makes them not have what they have always wanted to have, which makes them lack Faith in God. While they retreat and feel frustrated, these relentless Christians pray harder, push harder for what they want without ceasing. They end up acquiring it, and hence their Faith in God keeps rising as a Christian one should desire to have this kind of Faith. It makes one’s life more and more fulfilling. In Mathew 8:8, there is the story of the centurion who had a sick child, and he took him to Jesus for healing. He told Jesus that he was not worthy to have him come under his roof, and because he had this great Faith, he just requested Jesus only to say a word, and through it, the child would be healed. On hearing this, Jesus became so marveled and said to the people who were following him that he had never seen the kind of Faith shown by the centurion, even in Israel. He healed the child. This was done because of great Faith.
There was also a woman who was a gentile from Canaan and had a severely demon-possessed daughter. Given that gentiles had very little or no faith in God, She came to Jesus and asked him to heal her daughter, but Jesus refused and said that he was only sent to the Jews and not the gentiles. The woman persisted, and Jesus healed her daughter (Mathew 15:21). He healed her because of the kind of Faith he saw in her. She had so much Faith that she kept on persisting for the healing even when Jesus seemed not interested. Having great Faith moves God to perform miracles for the believers.
The other level of Faith is unwavering Faith. This is the kind of Faith that is sincere, stubborn, single-minded, and unshakable. When one has this level of Faith, nothing can sway them as they know who they believe in, and that is where they stick rain come sunshine. No storm whatsoever can shake them. Unwavering Faith is about Christians calling things that are not as if they were. This is the kind of Faith that keeps children of God away from fear, despair, poverty, and weakness in this life. Anyone who has this kind of Faith knows that God can deliver them from any unpleasant situation, and it cannot otherwise place them in their rightful position in life (Engelke, 2012). All things are possible with God, and there is nothing under the sun that is beyond the power of God. People who have unwavering Faith begin thanking God for the answered prayers from the time they start praying. They then look forward to its fulfillment having the expectation equal to that of a child (Engelke, 2012). The act of genuinely believing is a necessary step towards receiving what one wants from God.
Strong Faith is the other level there is in Faith, according to Engelke (2012). A perfect example of someone who had strong Faith in the Bible is Abraham in the Bible. In his walk of Faith, Abraham refused to surrender. His Faith could not be defeated. When Christians follow the footsteps of Abraham and have the strong Faith he has, they get into a place of receiving what might be considered impossible and unprecedented. God does not turn away strong Faith. It digs in and stands firm until it gets what it asked for (Engelke, 2012). This kind of Faith refuses to doubt or waver. It is some form of ruthless Faith. Many Christians desire to have this kind of Faith but cannot attain it because it is often not easy for someone to maintain Faith while thanking God in advance.
There is also the active Faith. This is characterized by taking action as soon as the word of God has been understood. This is where Christians are expected not just to hear the word of God but also to do as it instructs. It is the act of living in Faith as if the things one asked for are already a reality, although they are not yet seen (Engelke, 2012). Although answered prayer is the most extraordinary faith-building experience there can ever be, active Faith is a requirement that must be put in place for one to receive from God. According to John 15:7, if anyone abides in God and God's word abides in him/her, he/she can ask for whatever they wish, and it shall be given unto them. As a Christian, one should not waste the benefits that come together with Christianity. They should strive to not only be hearers of the word of God but also doers of the same. Being in Christ gives one the ability to act on the word of God to bear fruit in obedience to Jesus, which is a mighty force that knows no defeat.
Common Faith is a level of Christian faith that is the one that all Christians mutually share across the world. Having this Faith, Christians believe that humanity can find salvation and eternal life through believing in Jesus Christ, the Messiah and savior of the world who hears and answers prayers. This kind of Faith does not depict a lot of vigor (Engelke, 2012). It is just the essential kind of Faith that everyone automatically acquires when giving their lives to following Christ.
Faith without root is another form of Faith that springs up very quickly and pleasantly. This Faith has no depth. For this reason, it does not withstand any form of trial or temptation and therefore fails very fast. Anyone who has this kind of Faith has not been adequately equipped in terms of having knowledge, guidance, and having the truth of the word of God. In this category, there are other levels of Faith which are wavering Faith, little Faith, Faith without works, and weak Faith. From all these, one can learn that Faith is the driving force of Christian life. Without Faith, no one would ever be a Christian since it all starts with believing in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and goes on and on through their entire life.
The importance of Faith cannot be underestimated. Faith breeds abundance. A mind is a potent tool in our lives. What someone focuses on expands. When people experience problems, they tend to focus on lack (O'Brien et al.., 2020). This is where Faith comes in. when one believes in God's supper power, and their Faith can replenish abundance in their hearts, spirit, and minds. When people train their minds always to see plenty and hold on to the unwavering Faith, they gravitate towards that. According to O'Brien et al. (2020), Faith is the pathway to mine, and everyone should intentionally feed their mind with thoughts of abundance in Faith that everything will work well.
In conclusion, Faith at its core is deep-rooted in the expectation of positive results. Faith is well placed in the heart and the spirit. It is that firm conviction that one has that all will be well even when it doesn’t look like there is hope. It is about taking the next step when one can’t see the whole staircase. Almost everything in the world is done through Faith. Cars are driven by Faith to get to their destinations safely without clashing with each other; people take flights by Faith that they will land safely. Faith can then be viewed as essential as the air we breathe. Just as the air nourishes the body, Faith nourishes the heart and the soul. It is the fundamental foundation of people’s existence in the world. It is not just a notion some people hold on to in tough times or when the situations in life feel dire and bleak; it is an essential element in human life.
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