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In reference to chapter 1, a family is simply a dynamic social institution that has experienced a lot of change in terms of function and its structure. Looking at the above definition of what a family is, it is very narrow since it does not cover other types of groups as families. For example, the same-sex families and reconstituted families. Both today and in the past, there has been a disagreement on which is the best definition of a family. One of the problems arising from the definition of what a family is when differentiating the various ‘family arrangements’ when we are discussing what a family is. To come up with a good definition of what a family is, it is wise to look at the different types of families which include nuclear family, reconstituted family, the single parent family and the extended family as discussed in chapter 1. Thus, a good definition of a family can be referred to as a group of people that are related by marriage or blood or those which have formed a committed relationship.
In order to expound on what ‘membership' in a family means, there are a number of aspects worth explaining about. First, each and every household unit must live together as a single economic and financial unit sharing some living arrangements, income and other family resources. Secondly, for any child claiming to be part of a certain family, at least one adult in that home must have a legal responsibility for all the children below the age of 18. All foster children must provide a proof of placement to be allowed be included in the family membership. Third, all those persons who reside temporarily at the place of residence cannot be considered as part of the family for the purposes of membership. Fourth, roommates who share the utility and housing expense cannot be considered as a single economic and financial unit.
My definition of what ‘membership’ in a family means works across cultures. This is evident from many individuals from all over the world since they hold the same aspects when defining family ‘membership’. For example, in the United Kingdom, a person is not a member of your family simply because you share one roof, the house and utility expenses (Knafl et al., 2013). Secondly, living temporary in a place of residence does not give an individual ‘membership’ in a family in Africa. Thus, most people all over the world hold the same definition of what ‘membership’ in a family means.
The family has changed in the past century. For example, in the United States, the cases of divorce have increased where people indulge actively in cohabitation rather than marriage, children are born out of wedlock and also blending of heterosexual design and gay families. In addition, a dual career in the country has also changed the domestic arrangements since adults in the family are earning. For example, in the American setting, more women are employed than men thus forcing the men to take up the childbearing chores. In addition, adults in most of the developed countries do not form families to necessarily have children as most of them adopt kids and life moves on since same-sex marriages are legalized in most of the states.
Purpose of the family today is totally different from that of the past. First, today families are formed to provide a co-operant economic unit. This means that two adults come together to help each other financially and not necessarily to have an intimate relationship. According to Seidman (2016), secondly, the purpose of the family today is to support kids from a previous relationship this coming from an increase in the rate of divorce cases in the United States. Today families are no longer necessarily formed on the basis of intimacy, but the two parties look at what the other partner can offer at the end of the day which is different from what is stated in chapter 1 PowerPoint under the functions of a family. For that reason, most scholars have referred current families as a form of ‘economic gain’.
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