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Analysis of Fahrenheit 451
The main idea in Fahrenheit 451 is the planned death of individual thought and intellectualism in society. Unlike in the traditional society where free thoughts were encouraged and individuals were allowed to express different opinions, in the narrative’s society the freedom of expression is curtailed by the authoritarian government and those found breaking the laws are punished severely. Books are prohibited in the narrative society that dislikes friendship, the value of love and freedom of free thought and expression. The authoritarian government is aware reading will equip the society with ideas which may bring about mistrust of those in power. Such ideas are a threat to the dictatorial government and those in power have declared all works of literature and ownership of books illegal. 
The dictatorial governments have employed firefighters whose duty is to burn books and destroy all works of literature reported to the authority. Fahrenheit's society is faced by two major problems the education system is at a falling point and ignorance is growing is at a higher rate. At first, Montag who is the main character in the novel takes pleasure in his work as a fireman. He enjoys burning illegally owned books and the homes of the owners. This indicates the illiteracy level in the narrative society. Montag after realizing he was hurting his people and society. Guy Montag begins to question the value of his life and profession and eventually flees the tyrannical government work and joins an underground network of intellectuals whose main aim is to rebuild a cultural and literate society.
After witnessing the atomic destruction of his former city Montag begins to question the world. He wonders why people why so unconcern with reports of an impending atomic war. He wonders why those in power perceived books and other literary material to be so dangerous despite many people being loyal to them. Montag then dictates himself to find out what power lies in the books. Driven by his eager to know why books were considered illegal by the authoritarian government. Montag decides to steal a book from a collection he is sent to destroy. After going through the book Montag realizes although he thought he was the serving the society he was being used as a tool of destruction. Montag then plans how he will quit his job as a fireman.
The tyrannical government burns books to show conformity, without ideas and knowledge obtained from the books and literature material, individuals’ acts by the expectation of those in authority. When books and new ideas are allowed in the society they bring about unhappiness and conflict in society. One of the characters in the narrative, Montag believes he is happy when he sees himself in the firehouse mirror when burning books meant for obtaining knowledge. This contradicts a group of individuals in the society who are against the oppressive rulers and are fighting for the freedom of expressions and right for free thought and own opinion.
When he meets his new teenager neighbor, Montag wants to know whether he was happy with the government directive and plans of destroying all literature materials and homes of book owners. Clarisse McClellan who seems to be a public intellectual gives Montag a bit of enlightenment. She questions him about his happiness and whether he enjoyed being the government destruction instrument. Clarisse is quick to indicate that Montag knew little about his history and culture and the oppressive government has changed what the citizens perceived to be their history. For example Montag never knew, in the traditional society firemen used to fight real fires unlike in the narrative society where they are known to destroy books, nor did he know people in the traditional society could talk freely and express their opinion unlike in the current society where freedom of free thoughts and own opinion is curtailed by the tyrannical government, (Ray, 57).
Clarisse stimulates Montag curiosity and helps him understand real happiness has been missing in his life. When Montag returns job the next day he fears the mechanical hound which is best described as a trained killer dog could sense his growing unhappiness. He also fears that the terror device somehow knows he stole books during one of his raids. His boss at the firehouse captain Beatty also senses Montag growing unhappiness and he is suspicious of Montag sudden curiosity and question whether he was feeling guilty about something. After working more days at the firehouse Montag experiences two different things that make him realize the need to convert his life. In the first incident, he is called to destroy books of an unidentified woman, the woman refuses to leave home and decides to burn with the books. The second incident is the death of his friend in an automobile accident. 
He finally decides to talk with her wife Millie about his unhappiness with his job as a fireman. He clearly explains to her wife the intrinsic value a person could obtain from books and other literary material but one is quick to discover her wife knows books are unlawful and anyone breaking the law must be punished. Montag entertains the idea of quitting his job but Captain Beatty who is in charge of the firehouse stresses that books contain nothing believable, he tries to convince Montag books to contain fictitious stories and lies. According to the Captain ridding the world of all controversial books and ideas makes men equal.
In conclusion Fahrenheit 451 a novel set in the 24th century explains different mechanism used by the authoritarian government to deny individuals access to knowledge and ideas for their benefits. Montag leaves in a world where the past has been destroyed by government brainwashing methods. Montag is suddenly transformed by his friend Clarisse from a narrow-minded individual to dynamic citizen committed to social change rather than the destruction of literature material.
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