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FEDERALISM
A government is a group of people that run and control a state or specific ministry office.  It can also refer to an institution through which political leaders exercise power in making and enforcing the rules of law. Its main function is to provide leadership, public services, national security, economic assistance and security, and maintaining order in the country.  Different states have different forms of government ruling. The main ones include democracy, tyranny, aristocratic, monarchial, and oligarchy. The United States government is democratic consisting of Federations, a presidential system, liberal democracy, and federal republics.  In this essay, the focus will be on federalism, the origin, its forms, the importance, and its effects on the equality aspects of the country.  
Federalism comprises of a mixture of general government and regional government within a single political set up. In the United States, federalism comprises the legal partition of power between The US state administration and the federal government of the United States.  Federalism pushes for political among all the sates and power divisions. Equality refers to the status of being the same in status, rights, and opportunities.  According to (Knauer, 2020), US citizens live with big equality gaps that grow larger with every lawmaking session.  The study further explains that most states in America have not put measures in place against discriminations for its people and have equally put explicit laws and prohibited their citizen to travel in certain states within America. The federal governments operate independently from the national government under a single constitution; this does not promote equality with the boundaries of the United States of America. The push for political equality has become hard with federalism in place. Citizens in some states enjoy more protection and do not suffer discrimination while some people in other states have laws imposed on them for the same rights.
Federalism plays an important part in the power division between the sate administration and the national government. Federalism enables the spread of power in the main government and serves as a test out and balances for all the branches of government. Besides, it prevents the possibility of abuse of office and authority. According to (Ray, 2018), the case of McCulloch v. Maryland of 1819 was important in the birth of federalism and nationalism. McCulloch sited that Marshall had an incomplete picture of the case and his main concern was in defending constitution sovereignty and adjudicating for political power between the general government and the state governments.  According to (Mc Goldrick Jr, 2018), in the Gibbons v. Ogden power case of 1824, Marshall's opinion granted the federal government rights for regulating commerce power. "Commerce power shall be regulated by the congress among several states,” said the Marshall.  These two cases were important in federalism since power was distributed from the national government to the states which enhanced federalism in the United States.  The American constitution presently has provided a framework aiming at balancing the forces of power decentralization that promotes federalism. 
Federalism comprises different forms namely cooperative, creative, fiscal, dual, and new federalism.  Each of them is specifically important in controlling activities of the national government through local governments. Dual federalism, also referred to as layer-cake federalism is an organization in which the power between the state and federal administrations is clearly defined in terms of operations and there should be no interference between the two governments. Cooperative federalism also known as marble-cake federalism is the organization in which the national government evenly shares power with the state government in terms of problem solution and policymaking. Fiscal federalism is the government organization where the government expenditure and tax power controls the financial framework for the understanding between the federal, state, and local governments. Here, the money-bag controls everything especially power and political responsibilities. Creative federalism is where the national government creates and allocates project priorities for smaller government and provides them with necessary resources for the accomplishment of the national government's goals and objectives. New federalism is one in which power is completely transferred from the national government to the state administrations. The five types of federalism develop from one another and can be integrated to work together in the achievement of the countries goals.
Federalism has been in the American administration for a very long time and has developed from one form to another. The different historical phases captured different authorities that lead to the changes in the forms of federalism, from dual federalism to the current new federalism through cooperative federalism.  Federalism in ancient America was dual, in which the national government had its power and responsibilities while the state administrations had its responsibilities as well. Each operated without interfering with the other one. Presently the United States uses the new federalism that was adopted in the 1970s. This is based on devolution political philosophy and allows the national government to recognize the states as the highest authority. Federalism has developed over the years and presently is effective in controlling the US economy (Ayieni, 2018) while teaching his students in Nigeria. 
Federalism has facilitated the division of power and responsibilities in the United States, improving political stability if the country. As much as it has not promoted equality that much, federalism has improved decentralization and enhanced government responsibilities to its citizens. as discussed above, federalism exists in five different forms and all carry out the function of power distribution between the central government and the state governments In enabling the acquisition of a stable economy that moves forward.
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