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Figurative Language
The lyrics by Katy Perry in her song Firework offers some inspiration to a listener of the song because it says that one does not have to feel like a waste of space, this line uses inference as a figurative language to help people understand the lyrics based on their own interpretation and not necessary from the direct statement. Secondly, when the writer says, “you are original,” she aims to inspire and hence uses a positive tone to portray her attitude towards the audience who are recipients. In saying that, if only you knew what the future holds, the writer makes inferences to ideas from the particular selection, and one can only assume that the writer means good things are in the future (Ratna, 2017). No setback, few bad times, among other things that can be interpreted from the selection.
Moreover, the last part of the lyrics states that “after a hurricane comes a rainbow,” and we can notice the use of imagery in this line because rainbows signify beauty and tranquility, which is assumed to come after bad times of storms bearing violent winds. The lyrics by the writer aims to inform people that they are not alone in whatever they may be feeling even if its negative and the lyrics are directed to people with unrealized potential. Anyone feeling low can find some solace in the fact that bad thing do not last, and the best is yet to come because we are all original in our own way (Zhang, 2018). The speaker in the poem by Emily Dickinson uses imagery to suggest to the reader a mental picture of the actions of the bird from the observation made during the interaction.
 Anthropomorphism is also used in this piece when the speaker refers to the bird as a He, in the line, “and then he drank a dew from a convenient grass” clearly shows this. The poet is describing the simple yet beautiful actions of a bird from the point of view of a human being’s interaction with nature, the actions of the bird involve searching for food while staying alert to the dangerous and more powerful world around it. It illustrates how birds uniquely interact to their environment. In the poem by Maya Angelou, “I know why the caged bird sings,” several figurative languages are used to bring the full impact of the poem as desired by the poet.
To begin with, imagery is used in this poem to induce mental pictures of the bird, an example being the bird leaping on the back of the wind to show images of flight. Also, the free bird is a metaphor for the white Americans who signify the free people, and inference is also used when the poet says that the bird dares to claim the sky signifying the oppressed black Americans wanting to free themselves (Yousuf, 2019). The poet speaks about the mindless oppression that blacks were subjected to in the old days of slavery, and the free bird and the caged bird signify the two opposing sides in the battle for control and power. The birds portray the injustice that reminds people of the long abolished slavery that had been detrimental to the blacks in so many ways while it benefited the white Americans who represent the free bird in the poem. The caged bird sings of freedom because it lacks no other way with which it can express itself.
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