In Edovanrd Vuitiard's Firsr Frudis, the viewer is presented with.a scene from what appears
to be some sort of orchard. The orchard is having the first of itJﬁit picked by some workers.
..i-loweve_r, what Edouard Yuillard is really trving to portray 1o ss is that mother nature and humans
C-al-l e;nd do live harmoniousty and in umty. Man tends to nature and hives in it and nature Wil
provide back. Vuiilard indicates this harmoeny of man and nature theough the bse of contrast of
value, line, and brushwaork.

When ung looks al this painhing, three main zones are emphasized and made lhc.Mll)mr‘
through comtrast-of ymine. These Foent pn;n{a-' umi_;utd-ha\a: m-he:'r.he tree an 1he center and the laf
amd right sides of the painling where the human subjects are found. The tree maile of green shades
is contrasted by sky which is made of a (onal white. The lefi and right zones are atso contrasted by
tonal white. The fact that there are (hree focal points is important becanse it shows that these three
painis are equally important to the ;:ié.\:e.l:. This means man and nature are equaltly impornant in
this painting. When looking at the painting you draw a sense of unity between the subjects because
of their equal imponance. This wnity through equal focus is the first glimpse of a harmonious
connection between the subjects.

|Line 15 another formal element that draws attention to this hanneny. There are no actuai
lines in this painting, but tmplied line, These implied lines are the rows of the urchard. When one
follows these lines they stan by the tree, recede back inlo space, and draw Your eyes W (W0 men
and voe woman nestled in flora and reaping what nature has provided. This is a direct example of
humans mumally living with mother nawure as they tend to her and she provides for them, and

Vuillard made sure that the viewer saw this. He vsed the implied Tines to guarantee the viewer

draws a harmonious conneciion between the two subjects by directing the andience’s eyes 0 an
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actual insp‘mce of man living hapmanmiously with nature, The ¢yes are led to unite nature,
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represented by the tree, and man, represented by the reapers, through a line that is implied.

The third formal element Vuitlard wses to get his poimt actoss is brushstroke, The
brushstrokes are Jight and airy and he uses these brushstrokes the same way in both subjects. This
use of the same type of brushstroke to depict both man and nature ¢n=ares unity hy showing the
viewer that they cuexist together peacefully. If one of the two had been depicted with different
brushstrokes, lhen they would have visually clashed due to being cepresented differenily. This
treatment would've crealed a yense of discord between man and nature. Them heing depicted in
the same way allows the subjects to exist harmoniously. One does not triumph over the other and)
they 4r¢ nol made separate, clashing emities. Also, since they both have the same brushstrokes, to
the viewer they look fairly similar, and if 1w things look similar, then you can assume that they
arc related and belong with each other. Vuillard's brushstrokes show the viewer that the uwo main
subjects helong 1gether and that they are akin.

The emphasis on nature and man living wgether in this painting has a sense of primicivism
to it 1t romantically depicts nature and the fruit it has to offer, but also includes man in thiy picture,
Different fonnal elerugnis were croployed by Yuillard, but they alt have the same outcorne. This
nutcome is one of unity, Bolh man and nature are united in this picture as they coexist peacefully

and equalty.




