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Fotoula “Toula” Portokalos’s and Ian Miller’s relationship depicts Mark Knapp’s relationship model which explains how people fair on in a relationship. Knapp’s relationship model starts with people who are in love coming together in the initiation stage. Ian and Toula initiate their relationship at Dancing Zorba’s, which is Toula’s family restaurant in Chicago. Toula is attracted to Ian because she notices him as a young handsome customer one day as she was working in their restaurant. Knapp in his relationship model states that sometimes judging people you want to be in love with is a key step towards finding the right people.
 People are often concerned with making impressions that would position them as the best suitors. Toula misses the opportunity to impress Ian at the restaurant because she embarrasses herself with her social awkwardness. It is importatnt to note that Miller is an American who has grown in the tradition where people are free to interact. But Toula is from a Greek family that values the tradition of a woman acting as a wife material. But Toula eventually manages to gain confidence and change her lifestyle including updating her hairstyle and making makeup in order to impress Miller. Toula wanted to go against cultural barriers in order to impress Miller. She wanted to change her appearance in order to blend in with the American culture which is a free society. She managed to impress Ian who eventually noticed her and made her move to start a relationship.
Experimentation is also another key stage in a relationship according to Knapp’s relationship model. Ian and Toula explored their relationship in order to know each other well. At this stage, people analyze each other for information or a common interest so that they can decide whether to maintain a relationship among them. However, Toula was unwilling to tell Ian that her parents were against her being in a relationship or even marrying a guy who was not a Greek. Toula’s parents Gus and Maria were against their daughters marrying men who were not Greek. Therefore, Toula feared telling her parents that she was in love with a guy who was not of Greek origin. Moreover, she keeps the relationship a secret from her family. 
But despite this, the two bond in order to make their relationship formal to the world. In the bonding stage, lovers make their relationship recognized and they will honor their commitment legally. Ian proposes to Toula and she happily accepts. Ian, despite being an American tries to adapt to the family’s Greek customs and mannerisms. He wants to marry the love of his life despite the family’s resentments. Ian is even willing to be baptized Greek Orthodox in order to get permission from her family to marry her. Eventually, his willingness to be baptized as a Greek encourages Gus and Maria, Toula’s parents, to accept him in their family. The two lovers bonded to the point of marrying and starting a family. Their marriage is blessed with a daughter Paris. Their story depicts how people in love break their cultural barriers to start a love life.        
    
