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Introduction
Frederick Douglass is an African American who made tremendous contributions in the seek for human rights and freedoms in the United States. His original name was Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey and he served as a leader of human rights activism. His original date of birth was on the February of 1818. The particular day was uncertain so Frederick resort to celebrating his birth on the 14th of the same month. His place of birth was in Tuckahoe, Maryland, United States. Frederick’s mother was an African slave while his father was white. He was separated from his mother while still an infant and never knew who his father was. Frederick was allowed to stay with his grandmother until the time when his owner, Hugh Auld, took him to live as a house servant in their house. During this time, he learnt how to read courtesy of the wife of Hugh Auld. Upon realizing this, Auld resorted that Frederick’s education would cause him to be unfit for working as a servant. He was forced to find residence in the streets where he continued learning with the help of street schoolboys. At the age of 16, Frederick got the opportunity of returning to the plantation following the death of Auld. Later on, he was hired in Baltimore as a ship caulker. In 1833, Frederick together with three other slaves attempted to escape but never made it out. However, he became successful five years later and he fled to New York and thereafter to New Bedford. In his new residence, he worked as a laborer and eventually resort to changing his surname to Douglass in order for him to flee from slave hunters.
The Anti-Slavery Society
	While in the state of Massachusetts, Frederick was invited to share some of his experiences in the antislavery convention. This was in 1841 when Frederick was still under slavery. The American Anti-slavery Society was the main functioning arm of the Abolition movement and was founded in 1833. During its formation, it was subjected to the leadership of William Lloyd Garrison. The society was tasked with several functions including the adopting of resolutions, signing antislavery petitions that are to be sent to Congress and publishing journals which are then sent to various agents in order for the antislavery messages to be spread across all states. The society was composed of members of who came from diverse environments. Some of them came from religious circles which had a negative view on the enslavement of human beings since religious teachings taught of freedom. Other individuals came from an economic background which majorly entailed businessmen. Example of businessmen who joined the society include lawyer Wendell Phillips and businessman Lewis Tappan. Other members of the society came from the free black community. The society’s first board of managers was composed of six black managers. Meetings conducted by the society became widely effective due to some of the contributions made by testimonies of former slaves, with one of them being Frederick Douglass.
Challenges Faced
The society faced several challenges which included mob invasions during meetings as well as attacks on speakers and destruction of presses. Pressures from the movement led to a split in the national organization due to differences in ideologies. The two sides included Garrison and his supporters while the other side was of the Tappan brothers. The Garrison side advocated for the sharing of responsibilities with women while the Tappan brothers formed the American and Foreign Anti-slavery Society. The remarks issued by Frederick Douglass at the convention garnered heavy responses from the public. It led to him being appointed as an agent for the Anti-slavery Society based in Massachusetts. During his service in the movement, there rose accusations that Douglass had never actually been a slave. These accusations made him to write an autobiography on his early life as a slave in 1845. The autobiography came as a publishing of the book “Life and Times of Frederick Douglass.” In the book, he revealed the identity of his former owner and it led to him being hunted down for recapture back to slavery. These circumstances made him to leave for Great Britain and Ireland where he undertook a speaking tour. While abroad, Douglass was able to recruit many friends who agreed to get involved in the abolition movement. Upon his return to the United States, Douglass had generated adequate funds that would enable him buy his freedom from being a slave. He also proceeded with the publishing of an antislavery newspaper known as “The North Star.” This newspaper later transformed its name into “Frederick Douglass’ Paper.” Frederick Douglass was involved in the Civil war where he played the role of a consultant to President Abraham Lincoln. His main directive was on the focus of the war being for the end of slavery. Once the war came to an end, Douglass became actively engaged in the reconstruction of the nation through fighting for the rights of freed men as well as by supporting the movement of women’s rights. Upon the completion of reconstruction, Douglas served as the secretary of the Santo Domingo Commission in 1871. After this, he became a consul general to Haiti from 1889 to 1891.
Source Documents of Motivation
	One document that is directly linked with the events mentioned above is one known as “The Life of Frederick Douglass.” In this article, Douglass gives knowledge on his early life and relationship with parents. This gives a blur picture of how children born out of such condition face the reality. He got taken up to work as a servant in the house of a white man. It is against societal values that children be exposed to forced labor. Many of the black children, not only Douglass, went through the same conditions if not worse. Douglass’ exposure to education came as mere luck. Were it not for the generous wife of Hugh Auld, Douglass would have never received any literacy. This state points out the level in which many children got deprived of education since not all of them were able to land on the fortunate experience. The article further explains how he endures various challenges as a slave. Final conviction of the book points out the struggles endured by slaves thereby outlining that it is no life destined for any human being. Frederick Douglass was once faced with a major dilemma when serving in the antislavery movement. It emerged during the time after which he bought his freedom and resorted to start a newspaper known as The North Star. Douglass was involved in the paper’s publication from 1847 to 1860. The paper later changed its name to Frederick Douglass’s paper. The emergence of this publication brought about disagreements with the leader of the society, William Lloyd Garrison. According to Garrison, there was no need of another press that articulated the grievances of black slaves. Douglass, however, refused to back down and continued with the publication. Another major cause of disagreement was the fact that the newspaper began gaining support from political agencies. These clashes led to Douglass forming an alignment with the movement under James G. Birney’s leadership. Douglass discouraged the use of violence in the seek for justice. One clear instance was his engagement in counselling people against the Harpers Ferry raid in Virginia. The new name given to the paper was mainly due to its merge with Gerrit Smith’s Liberty Party Paper. The paper mainly operated under the notion of proslavery being the government’s agenda. It also articulated for the dissolution of the Union. Douglass is recorded to have disagreed with these notions. However, he was in agreement with the provision of education and moral suasion to the slaves in the perspective of religious groups from New England.
Conclusion
The main driving force that pushed Douglass towards forming the paper was Henry Highland Garnet’s testimonies in the 1843 National Convention. Garnet supported violence as a means of retaliation for the slaves against slavery. Douglass was a man who wanted to ensure that slavery within the United States came to an end. His past experiences showed him how several people with abilities ended up useless due to forced labor. The newspaper firm which he started provided an opportunity for the slaves to express their opinions.
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