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Freed
[bookmark: _GoBack]She felt trapped in her own life. How is that even possible? This is one question she kept on asking herself now and then. She wished that everything would be like it was in the past before the nightmare that is her life now started. Right now she lives a lie, something that she has become very good at since it is a survival mechanism. She has to lie to protect herself even if the accident that happened was never her fault. It only took one big mistake that had made her father abandon them, and just like that, her life changed for the worse. She only has her mother left and there is no single day that it doesn't feel like her mother wishes that she was somebody else, not that she could blame her. Words that do not exist in her dictionary or have a place in her life are friendships and love. This is because she keeps low-key and any weakness such as friendships and love are not allowed. Again, she wishes that everything would be different since being lonely sucks.
The stupid guy she runs into in the school hallways changes everything when he makes people aware of her existence and suddenly she is now quite famous just because she refuses to accept bullshit from anybody. She will not be stepped on, that is one thing she pants like a mantra every time she wakes up to a new day. Instead of apologizing for running into her and making her drop all her books he huffs and starts insulting her as if she is some dumb kid. She stands up for herself and putting him in his right place seems to have surprised many kids who have no lives and nothing better to do with their time. So now she is like the new hot topic of the school because she talked back to Aidan, the school's golden boy, and called him a douchebag. In reality, the guy is a looker with the attitude of a worn-out shoe because it sucks. We all get it that his family owns like half of the town but I don't see how that is a reason to have such an awful personality. This is high school though, what good can someone expect from this hellhole?
Her name is Alexus Summers, a pretty name or so she is told. Then again who said that a person should have a life like hers and not have at least one nice thing? Even Karma is not that evil. So, ever since that little incident in the school hallways, it seems like Aidan and two of his friends Julian Sims and Brooke Taylor have made it their life goals to make her life miserable. She, however, must admit that the attention she gets from the boys has made her life quite interesting because let’s face it staying under the radar sucks big time and a girl could always use some attention, especially from handsome boys even if they are douchebags. They are the closest things she has to friends, even if that is just her opinion. Again how pitiful is that? Anyways, a person can be depressed to some levels before they start giving up and just living, consequences be damned. So, that Monday she decided to walk from home to school because she felt like having some quality alone time with the environment as she reflected on some things. Guess what? It seems like she was asking for too much because apparently, Aidan had decided that it was the right time to get on her nerves by tagging along.
“Doesn't he know when to stop? Seriously!! Annoying me must be fun I think and that says a lot about Aidan having nothing better to do with his time. I mean it’s just the plain old me.” She says this loud enough for Aidan to hear. A comment like that should be annoying but Aidan looked proud of himself for some weird reason as if she had just complimented him, something that made her confused. “So…Alexus what is this secret that you are hiding so dearly?” Aidan asks her that question that leaves her confused before she quickly recovers and tells him to back off. “I might be a conceited jerk but I’m quite observant and perceptive, go on you can tell me.” She contemplates his statement for sometimes while chewing on the insides of her lips before sighing and thinking that just maybe opening up to a stranger sought of could be some relief to the burden she has carried for so long.
“I found my dad cheating on my mom with my mom’s best-friend and ratted him out to my mom.” She finds herself blurting out before she can stop herself and before she knows it she hears him laugh very heartily as if she just said some obscene joke. “That’s hilarious…but for real though that is awful for a man with a wife and a kid. I think it’s a low blow since he went ahead and chose her best friend of all people.” She continues as if he did not make any comment, "that made him leave us and since then my mother blames me for his abandonment." "It may sound funny but it has affected my life. Things have been different and I don't believe in love and friendship because they represent weakness. It hurt to see how broken my mom was when the cheating bastard walked away after saying some awful stuff to us." "It has made me feel like I am not enough and hate my life because mom wastes herself away over him. She has forgotten that I am a teenager who needs her mom." She is now on the verge of breaking down because opening up feels freeing. 
"You have me now…I am your friend and I will protect you," Aidan tells her while giving her a hug she greatly needed. For once in her life, she felt like she didn't have to be alone because as funny as it may seem, she had Aidan now. Their friendship might have begun weirdly but it is still better than being lonely.
