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Question 1
The utterances by the former confederate General Robert Richardson that the emancipated slaves didn't own anything and only freedom has presided to them is undoubtedly an accurate reconstruction assessment twelve years later. It is evident that nothing apart from freedom was given to the emancipated slaves, leaving the right to citizenship alone. This is true. Before 1870, African Americans did not have the right or the freedom to participate in the democratic electoral process. They could not even vote in any case.
Additionally, it was until 1868 when they acquired the citizenship right and could become and be recognized as citizens of the United States. Nonetheless, the majority of the African Americans twelve years could not even read or write and majorly relied on organizations like the Freedmen's Bureau for their health care services and education. Otherwise, without these organizations' likes, obtaining healthcare and education services for themselves was a great challenge.
Racism still existed in the southern part. This gave an opportunity for most landowners to take advantage of the ugly situation by having the former slaves as sharecroppers who were impoverished but technically free. This implies that even twelve years later, the former slaves could only boost for freedom technically, but they were still impoverished sharecroppers (Foner, 2007). Indeed, they did not have anything apart from freedom. Most of the people who had freed from the rural still remained poor and had no single property owned by them. Additionally, men continued with the hard labor they were used and subjected to earlier, and nothing good for them would come out of the hard labor. Also, considering that the women working in the homes continued to do the same without rising in the social scale through work and with little or no pay implies that the ex-slaves still had nothing apart from freedom. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 3
The reconstruction amendments led to slave abolishment in the United States. This implied that the majority of the African Americans were free from slaves, and at least some freedom was accorded to them. The amendments also guaranteed all the individuals equal and due protection of the law and presented to the black men the right and privilege to participate in the voting process (Foner, 2019). These amendments also established the birthright citizenship principle and guaranteed the immunities and privileges to all the citizens. This implied that this was a new phase for the African Americans, where they would be accorded citizenship through birth. 
[bookmark: _Hlk54992198]Previously, no African American was in the congress drafting the 13th amendment, which abolished slavery (Foner, 2019). The same case applied to the 14th amendment, which added the equality and citizenship guarantees. However, the ending of slavery emancipated challenges for the Republican party since freedom promised to raise the southern political clout in congress relative to north. emancipation now counting in full the African Americans would, as a result, increase the representation of the South with as much as two-thirds. Thus, the 13th amendment created for the 14th amendment the political imperative since it would have presented a present to the losers of the Civil war on its own.
The first section of the 14th amendment established citizenship for individuals born in the United States hence overturning the infamous 1857 Dred Scott decision, which emphasized that the African Americans being slaves or not could become citizens in any way (Foner, 2019). The specific section of the new amendment also hindered the states from curtailing the immunity or privileges of the United States citizens, from stripping any individual of due process, and depriving any individual of equal protection of the law a white or an African American.
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