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In the context of Los Angeles and other states in the USA, gang violence is regarded as old phenomena, and hence, this is an adverse social problem which requires immediate solving. In solving the problem of gang violence in the state, it is imperative for all stakeholders to understand the causes of the problem and after that make the most appropriate recommendations. Barco (2008) argues that criminal street gangs pose very vital threat to the security and stability of residents in Los Angeles. The gangs are associated with assaults, homicides, invasion robberies, muggings and drive-by- shootings and hence are regarded as one of the largest threats to public safety in Los Angeles. The most notorious gangs in Los Angeles include; 18th Street Gang, Wes Coast Bloods, Crips, 38th Street Gang and Tiny Rascals among others (Barco, 2008). The causes of the increase in criminal cases related to gang violence is a very critical aspect of interest to many stakeholders. The use of the conflict paradigm or perspective can be relied upon in explaining the increased causes of gang violence in Los Angeles. The conflict perspective was raised by Karl Marx, and it asserts that conflicts in the society are attributed to cases of social stratification and the division between the rich and the poor. The use of the conflict paradigm hints that the increase in cases of gang violence in Los Angeles is attributed to poverty, homelessness, and racism and drug abuse.
Crime officials in Los Angeles assert that the increased gang activities in the state can be attributed to the increase in poverty, homelessness, racial decisions, broken families and the exposure of different groups of people to illicit drugs. In 2016, the level of gang-related crime increased with an average of 20.2 % as compared to 2015 and property crime arguably increased with a margin of 11% during the same span of 1 year. In 2016, the police reported 283 cases of homicides which were higher by 8.8% as compared to 2015, rapes increased by 9.1%, robberies by 12.5% and assaults by 28% (Lau, 2016).Other than gang violence rates decreasing like it was in the case of 1990's, they are on the rise and hence, the sociological paradigm of conflict can be used in explaining this adverse trend.  The Los Angeles police department asserted that majority of these crimes are executed by either a single individual; a member of street gang or many people who belonged to several street gangs. Lau, (2016), argues that in the last two years, Los Angeles has experienced a "disease" of gang violence and it is spreading from the inner cities to the suburbs, and as such, it affects everyone in the state. As evident, the gangs do not only pose a problem to the people who live in the neighborhoods with a high number of street gangs but also to those who live in areas initially purported to be gang free. In the context of Los Angeles, the gangs lead to an increase in violence and a significant decrease in economic empowerment.
Some criminologists may just argue that gang violence sometimes goes up and in other cases goes down and do not explain the causative factors of these trends. Others may hint that gang violence in Los Angeles has increased significantly in the recent past as compared to the historic times but do not offer a compelling explanation for the same. In clarifying these trends, Karl Marx's conflict perspective is favorable. The conflict perspective originated from Karl Marx's concept of class struggles, and it depicts the society negatively as opposed to the other two perspectives; the functionalist and the symbolic interactions. According to the view, the society is stratified into classes, and this is arguably the cause of conflicts. The paradigm also acknowledges that the society has a crucial mandate of challenging the status quo and through this; social change becomes inevitable (Cohen, 2008). The central conflict in the society is arguably brought about by class differences especially between the rich and the poor and hence, institutions and people should strive to close this gap for them to achieve harmony.
The Gilded Age was highly associated within increase in wealth among people in different states, and this was the same case in Los Angeles. It is however evident that the increased wealth was only experienced by some people specifically the political elites and capitalists. Cases of low wages and income are also very rampant in Los Angeles, and hence, economic disparity has become inevitable. The economic disparity is also the basis of poverty in the state, and hence, livelihood in the cities and also in the suburbs has become challenging. Just like the conflict theory asserts, the differences between income and wealth leads to critical differences in the society and people at the lowest level of the economic class seek ways of rising in social class. In the context Los Angeles, Poverty has made people desperate and hence, strive to group themselves in gangs with the aim of stealing, robbing, mugging or even killing to gain access to property and resources which are not theirs (Vigil, 2013). In addition, the price of essential goods and commodities has risen, and some people who do not want to incur such expenses use backdoors such as street gangs in accessing them.
Wood et al., (2010), argue that Los Angeles is the most expensive state in the USA regarding housing and hence, the poor who receive low income cannot afford to live in the state. As hinted, gentrification is forcing the poor people out of the state. The homeless usually look for refuge in the streets and the neighborhoods and hence, this forms the foundation of gang violence. The citizens who remain in the state live in impoverished aspects motivated by overcrowding, and also, they receive very scarce attention, services, and resources from the government. The desperation of these people to live and get daily bread forces them to criminal behaviors and hence, this explains the rise of street gangs in Los Angeles (Wood et al., 2010). This is supported by the conflict theory which asserts that people in a socially stratified society are very prone to inequalities and hence, find all ways possible whether negative or positive to achieve their indented status. Since all people in the society cannot fit in the same economic class, then conflict arises. The homeless also spent a lot of time in the streets and hence, they can easily access illicit drugs which motivate them to commit crimes.
The increased cases of racism in Los Angeles also motivate the mushrooming of street gangs and subsequent crimes in a great deal. The state is dominated by the whites who arguably top the racial lines and other races such as the black Americans and the Hispanic. As John, (2008), argues, the criminal in the society is part of the inequality based on ethnicity and conflicting values and standards. The disparity is also the basis of the critical competition in the ever-changing society. As evident, majority of the street gangs in Los Angeles are based on races and they in most cases target their polar groups. For example, there are those street gangs which have risen in protest of the police brutality purportedly executed on the black Americans and these gangs usually target the white people and the police. In this case, it is prudent for all the stakeholders especially the government to seek mechanisms of creating racial harmony in the state and through this, the rise of racial based street gangs and subsequent gang crimes will be brought to a halt.
To sum up, it is apparent that the increased cases of gang violence in Los Angeles can be attributed to the mushrooming of the gangs and cases of concern to poverty, homelessness, racism and easy accessibility to illicit drugs. People who take part in gang violence usually hold an aspect of inferiority complex and assume that the use of street valence is the only avenue to achieving equality. Just like Karl Marx argued in the conflict theory, it is prudent for all societal stakeholders to seek avenues of achieving equality and through this, harmonious living will be achieved, and cases of street violence will be reduced significantly in Los Angles and all other states and nations.
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