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The judiciary of Germany is made up of a system of courts that interprets and applies the law in the country (Ziekow, 2018). The legal system in Germany is a civil law that is majorly rooted in statutes. Germany employs an inquisitorial system in which judges are involved in the process of determining the facts of cases.  It is not an adversarial system like in other countries in which the judge acts as an impartial referee between the plaintiff and the defendant (Ziekow, 2018). As such, the judges fully take part in the investigations of the case before the courts. The judiciary in Germany is independent and out of interference from outside spheres like politics and aristocracy. The judicial system is founded and guided by section IX of the Grundgesetz fur die Bundesrepublik Deutschland (the Basic Law of the Federal Republic of Germany).
During trials in German courts, the parties involved provide their pieces of evidence before the judges who then call for questions from the witnesses (Ronneburg et al., 2018). As such, the court system is largely dependent on the judges. Where the judges make mistakes in the process of handling the defendant, their mistakes can go unnoticed as most power is vested in them. The powers of the judges and the judgments they make are unquestionable and hence a greater propensity for mistakes. The German court system respects the rights of the accused and the treats them with the utmost respect throughout the court proceedings (Ronneburg et al., 2018). The defendant has a right to produce witnesses and the court respects the accounts of the occurrences that the witnesses provide. The courts consider the accused innocent until they are found guilty of the crimes that they are accused of committing. This practice enhances the ability of the court to respect the defendant and respect their rights. 
The correctional system in Germany is mainly made up of prisons (Stasch et al., 2018. The prisons are governed by federal and state law statutes. The main purposes of prisons in Germany are to enable the prisoners to lead a responsible life that is free of crime when they are finally released and to protect the general public from the harmful activities of the convicted prisoner. First-time offenders are send to correctional facilities that are slightly lenient that those for repeat offenders. Special considerations are made for female, juvenile, and prisoners with health problems. The major aim of the prisons is to refurbish the behavior of the prisoners. Convicts are, therefore, taken through corrective measures to change them into more responsible citizens (Stasch et al., 2018). They are also taught basic life skills that may be useful to them once they are released from prison. 
The prison also offers technical training in various fields to the prisoners while in custody. This practice equips the prisoner with skills to earn a decent living upon release. The technical skills acquired while in correctional facilities will enable ex-prisoners to compete favorably in the job market hence diverting their attention from criminal activities. There are also professional training programs for prisoners who were undergoing vocational training before they were conviction and imprisonment. These training programs ensure that the process of imprisonment only acts to change behavior and make the convict a better person but does not jeopardize their education. Those who were set to sit various examinations before imprisonment are allowed to continue with the examinations while in prison. Prisoners who prove to have changed are given incentives to go and start businesses upon release. 
Moreover, convicts are guaranteed proper health check-ups while in prison. Each prison has an affiliated health facility that is tasked with providing health services to the prisoners (Stasch et al., 2018). As part of respect for humanity, the German correctional system strives to ensure the health of all those in their custody. 
However, the German correctional system, albeit almost perfect, is not devoid of various ethical issues (Pont et al., 2018). In some prisons, crime prevails. Despite their corrective purpose, some prisons are havens for criminal activities; prison wardens are key perpetrators of these criminal activities. I witnessed several ethical issues in the correctional system but I will only discuss two. First, there is unwarranted smuggling of drugs into the prisons by the prison wardens. The wardens smuggle various illegal drugs like cocaine and heroin to the prisoners at a fee. This activity is done under the full knowledge of the commanders of the prisons as they also get commissions from the smuggled drugs. It is a criminal activity which jeopardizes the correctional process (Pont et al., 2018). The prisoners are not able to appropriately undergo the corrective measures under the influence of the drugs smuggled in by the prison officials. Some prisoners who were not involved in drug abuse end up becoming drug addicts while in prison; a phenomenon that can be detrimental to their corrective process.
The other ethical concern I noticed within the correctional system was wanton bribery and favoritism among the prison officials. Prisoners are treated differently from one another (Button et al., 2018). Relatives of the prisoners bribe the prison officials to treat their imprisoned family members differently. This corruption causes numerous disparities in the access of various privileges including vocational training. The rampant bribery largely negates the corrective measures put in place by the prison department to change the behaviors of the prisoners (Button et al., 2018).
[bookmark: _GoBack]I recommend that the government should put appropriate measures in place to forestall the two ethical issues mentioned above. The prisons’ officials should undergo proper training on ethical matters. The government should also impose strict punitive measures to the officials who engage in criminal and unethical activities. The prisoners should equally be sensitized on the dangers of taking part in unethical activities. Punitive measures like prolonged jail terms should be imposed on prisoners who engage in such activities. Both prisoners and prison officials found guilty of bribery. The measures should be imposed on both the prisoners and the prison officials and not just on one group. This disciplinary measures will lead to a drastic reduction in the unethical activities.
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