Running head: PORTUGUESE EXPLORATION AROUND THE COAST OF AFRICA	1

3









Portuguese exploration around the coast of Africa
Name 
Institution
Course
Professor 
Date



























Portuguese exploration around the coast of Africa
Even before Columbus discovered the new world in 1492, Portugal had made significant steps toward exploring and exploiting the African continent and Asia. Industrial needs drove Portugal's exploration to source raw materials and goods that she did not produce locally. Portuguese traders desired to obtain spices, drugs, perfumes, silks, refined clothes, precious stones, sugar, ivory, and gold. Muslim traders who obtained them from their various trade routes primarily supplied these goods.
The Muslims plying trade along the African coastlines were vastly experienced and had advanced tools and instruments used in sea navigation. The compass and astrolabe were some of the devices that the Portuguese borrowed from the Muslims to help them further their interest in the trans-Atlantic and Indian ocean trade. The advanced knowledge of astronomy by the Muslims was also resourceful to the Portuguese explorers. The Portuguese also borrowed heavily from the Jewish cartographers who had developed accurate charts called “portolani” of the black sea and the Mediterranean coasts. (Fage, p.216). They also used the local African people who acted as sea guides as they passed near their territories.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the significant reasons Portugal was able to advance her trade interests in African coasts was due to her various rulers’ policies and ideologies. In the late 15th century, Portugal had successfully gotten rid of its Moorish adversaries in the conquest of Algarve. This conquest left territories that were previously occupied by the Moorish people devastated and seriously depopulated. (Fage, p. 221).  As a result, the Portuguese ruler, an Aviz king, saw it prudent to continue the rally against the Moorish people into Africa. At the end of the 16th century, it was clear that it was impossible to defeat these people in their home grounds. In her crusades, Portugal had managed to acquire and control some Moroccan territories.  From their territories in Morocco, the Portuguese were better placed to understand trans-Saharan trade and land beyond the Sahara.
Perhaps, one of the most notable individuals who helped further Portugal's trade interests was Prince Henry. He discovered and colonized Madeira (1419) and the Azores (1439). He devoted his resources and energy to exploration ventures. (Fage, p. 221). He made voyages along the coast of Africa and noted its people and their ways of life. Prince Henry also wanted to establish communication with the Christian communities of Ethiopia and India. After Henry died in 1460, the government to make voyages up to the Gold coast, where he discovered vast amounts of gold, tasked Fernao Gomez. King John II directed more resources to establish a fortified base on the gold coast led by Diogo d’ Azzambuja.
Portuguese explorers and traders had envisioned that they would have total control over the African coast's gold trade. However, they were no match for the Muslim traders who were vastly experienced in trade routes and negotiating with the local people. In Mozambique, they managed to sign a treaty with Mwene Mutapa to secure rights over the inland gold mines and, in turn, help him strengthen his power in the kingdom. However, the Portuguese and their attempts to subvert his rule led to Mutapa asking for help from the king of Changamire to help him drive the Portuguese from his land. (Fage, p.232). In West Africa, the local kings did not find influential foreigners tolerable, and some, for instance, the king of Ga, destroyed the Portuguese posts in their kingdoms.
As the supply of gold dwindled, the Portuguese in the African continent resorted to the slave trade. Portugal obtained slaves from Africa to work in the underdeveloped lands of south Portugal and the Atlantic islands. Portuguese worked in collaboration with African chiefs who sold the slaves in exchange for various goods and items.
