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Introduction
In the past few decades, Gun reforms remain to be the biggest challenge and debate in America today. Security agencies in the country are in constant discussions as which way to go in ensuring gun reforms are effective in the country. It is with do doubt that many people have died, injured and affected as a result of gun violence. This challenge is mainly as a result of issuing and possessing unrestricted firearms in the country. The debate on gun possession, on one hand, sees individuals favoring having restrictions placed over guns. On the other hand, there are those who are opposed to restricting or regulating the possession of guns. Those against gun control argue that controlling guns will not solve current issues created by guns such as mass shootings and crime. The aim of this essay is to analyze the pros and cons of gun the use of guns in the United States. The paper will also discuss some of the reforms that exist in controlling the use of guns. It will also propose some of the reforms that the government must consider t control the use of guns in the country. Finally, the paper will provide my personal view on whether legalizing or illegalizing guns is good for the country. The government should implement strict gun laws and licensing in order to save lives which are lost as a result of criminal activities perpetrated with guns. 
Background
According to research, the United States has the largest number of its citizen with guns worldwide. According to information from gun control agencies, America has approximately 270, 000, 000 guns; hence the country has the highest number of guns in world. Furthermore, it implies that in every 100 people in the country, there are 89 guns or 89 of them have guns. Statistics also indicate that 22% of the U.S. population has one or more guns (Goodman, 2018). The culture of possessing guns in the U.S. dates back to the colonial era and the revolutionary period. It is also envisioned in the 2nd Amendment which has it that a well-controlled militia is crucial for the safety of a free nation, the freedom of its citizens to posses and keeps firearms, should not be violated. 
What has fueled the debate on gun rights in the United States is the rise in the trend of mass shootings across the country.  There are some deadliest mass shootings that have shocked the country. Just to name but a few, 64-year-old Stephen Paddock sprayed gunfire on a crowd of 22,000 concertgoers in Las Vegas, Nevada. In the year 2019, there were also some shootings that shocked the nation. In 1026, forty nine people were killed in Pulse nightclub in Orlando. In addition, a man armed with an assault rifle opened fire at a packed shopping area in El Paso in Texas killing twenty people and wounding twenty six others. These are just some examples of the deadliest mass shootings that have happened in the United States. Moreover, the debates have also been fueled as a result of a rise in criminal activities in the country. Many people are using guns to engage in stealing and other criminal activities like gang violence. Homicide has also increased in the country and this is a concern for security experts.
And this has made some groups such as Giffords PAC and nonprofit organizations like Everytown for Gun Safety to support pro-gun control efforts. However, groups like the National Rifle Association (NRA), National Shooting Sports Foundation and the National Association for Gun Rights are still powerful in championing for the rights of gun owners across the country, battling attempts to enact gun control legislation at every level of government (Goodman, 2018). Traditionally, the debate on gun control has been supported by Republicans who favor gun rights. Republicans have donated millions of dollars in politics to support gun rights. 
Furthermore, Obama’s administration signed into law two pieces of pro-gun legislation. Both pieces expand gun-rights for owners. The first law was aimed at allowing gun owners to carry their firearms into national parks. The second piece of the law allowed Amtrak passengers to carry guns in checked baggage. In 2012, Obama administration shelved proposals to improve background check s. Also, the administration tried to expand background checks after a school shooting incident in Newtown, Connecticut in which 28 people were killed, a majority of them small children. Moreover, Obama’s administration opened a crackdown on some unregulated gun sales made through the internet in 2016. In this manner, the administration was proposing enforcement of sales licenses and background checks. 
The Trump administration has also played a crucial role in the process of gun control. During the 2016 presidential campaign, Donald Trump championed for the creation of concealed carry permits that would be implemented in states across the country. Trump also signed legislation in 2017 to prevent the Social Security Administration from sharing information with the National Instant Criminal Background Check System. Trump’s administration has also made other regulations on firearms less effective, including one which makes it easier for some individuals to buy guns if they have an outstanding arrest warrant. 
Pro-Gun Control
Those advocating for stricter gun laws argue that stricter gun laws will ensure a safe society by making it easy to track down potential criminals, based on their personal information from gun purchase. It is said that if there are strict laws on gun ownership, it will be easy to bring to book individuals who commit crime with guns since their information will be easily available in places where they buy the guns. In the same line of argument, gun control laws would reduce the societal costs as a result of gun violence. A study in the American Journal of Public Health has it that at least $2.7 billion has been used by Medicaid and Medicare in a span of nine years to treat fire-arm related injuries. Tax payers have had to cover for the healthcare of patients not covered with insurance and thus it is a burden to Americans. Other costs can be incurred in legal services, foster care, policing and private security.  
 In the same way, the laws will help reduce the number of deaths related to gun violence. Many people die due to homicides, drive-by shootings, gang activities, gun accidents, among other reasons. Thus limiting gun usage will reduce on this. Furthermore, gun control laws will make it more difficult for banned weapons to enter the country from other nations abroad. The laws will create a hostile environment for those involved in illegal arms dealing to bring in firearms in the market. Some people who own guns have bought them from black markets and these markets are serviced by illegal arms. Therefore, the laws will restrict the activities of black markets in selling weapons. Moreover, increased laws on gun ownership will provide government with more restrain over weapon holders in the country. With such laws in place, the government will able to keep track on individuals with guns and therefore restrict their usage.        
Against Gun Control 
The worsening of cases of criminal activities such as homicides and robbery calls for lesser gun control laws in the country. That is, lesser gun limitation will protect both sides of the issue by ensuring the privacy of citizens. Crime affects both criminals and citizens. It is extremely important for citizens to defend themselves in the wake of an attack. From one side, we can that there are mentally ill individuals or sometimes aggressive people who manage to access guns due to weak laws, yet from another angle of view, when stricter law is implemented, it affects only casual citizens. Stricter laws therefore leave law-abiding citizens vulnerable to those who wish to inflict pain on them using guns. They are unprotected in face of criminal activities with no tools or regulations to defend their lives (DeConde, 2003). Therefore, it is important for an individual to protect him/herself at a personal level and have a legal right to carry a gun for personal safety. In the American Constitution, the Second Amendment is clear that well regulated militia, being necessary to secure Free State, people’s rights to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.
Stricter gun control places a strain on personal gun purchases. That is, if an individual possesses a gun legally, one should not fear. However, with strict laws and regulations than the current situation, a potential criminal will choose illegal weapon sources to acquire weapons. Increased firearm reduction will only allow criminals to shift their focus on finding ways to bypass law by finding new types of violations due to an increased mental and legislative pressure (Braga). At the end, it also infringes on individual privacy rights. It is therefore essential to re-evaluate and analyze existing laws on arm reduction to increase transparency in monitoring existing weapon holders, allowing people to choose their own privacy levels. Stricter laws on guns will result in concealing of private information for third parties, which means violation of individual privacy rights. 
Moreover, laws restricting the possession of guns give the government too much power and may lead to government tyranny and thus the government might take away all guns from citizens.  As experts note, the Second Amendment of the constitution was enacted to protect the citizens from being subjected to tyranny. Therefore, tyranny will begin if guns are taken away from the people. Furthermore, there is no need for more gun control; the government should educate the public about guns and gun safety in order to prevent illegal activities from gun usage. Guns don’t kill people rather people kill people. People therefore need more education about guns and also mental illness screening to prevent massacres. 
Observations and Recommended Policy Changes
There are a few general observations pertaining to the issue of gun control in the United States. One observation is that American presidents in recent times have supported the idea of implementing more measures to control the use of guns in America. And this makes the supporters of the Second Amendment scared. For example, former president Obama’s administration supported the Second Amendment but proposed new rules to shrink the rights envisioned in this part of the constitution. More recently, Donald Trump’s administration has also championed for regulating guns. Trump signed legislation in 2017 to prevent the Social Security Administration from sharing information with the National Instant Criminal Background Check System.
 Trump’s administration has also made other regulations on firearms less effective, including one which makes it easier for some individuals to buy guns if they have an outstanding arrest warrant. It is also observed that the sale of gun and ammo soars after some individual opens fire to a group of people in a gathering. The reason for this is that Americans are more aware of their safety. Moreover, people are aware that law enforcement officers may not be available to protect them from such incidences. And therefore, they want to protect themselves first. Ultimately, the issue of gun control shows a split in American society between individuals who embrace the Constitution and individual rights and those who are swayed by the arguments of the government to restrict people to own guns.
There are policies in the United States aimed at controlling the use of guns in the country. First, gun ownership is enshrined is the Second Amendment of the Constitution. It protects the rights of citizens to keep and use firearms. However, this right is not unlimited. The United States Supreme Court has in recent times upheld some restrictions on firearms, such as banning concealed weapons and possessing certain types of weapons and also restricting the selling of guns to certain categories of people.
For example, the Gun Control Act of 1968 prohibits the selling of guns to individuals less than eighteen years of age, convicted criminals, mentally ill people, and others. In the year 1993, the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act championed for the running of background checks for unlicensed individuals purchasing a firearm from a federally authorized dealer. President Barack Obama administration took a number of measures to control the use of gun in the country. Measures were put in place to ensure all gun dealers were licensed a background checks conducted. 
With all such policies in effect, there are some recommendations to ensure that this issue is addressed. One of the recommended policies is to require gun owners to register their firearms and states to provide a state firearms license. This will serve both sides since if you want to possess a gun to keep you safe, you have to be licensed instead of owning it illegally. Another recommended policy is to compel industries that manufacture guns to install safety features on guns. “Smart guns” can be operated by anyone who is licensed and therefore reduce on self-inflicted injuries. This also comes with bullet manufacturers putting a serial number on every bullet. This will help trace crime doers and therefore make it easy to solve crime (Webster, 2013).
 Another policy that may work is calling for the ban on sale of assault-type weapons, high capacity magazines. These types of weapons are deadly and have been used in some shootings across the country and caused the death of many people. Also, a policy should be implemented to expand domestic violence restraining orders to include people who dating. Domestic violence has resulted in many partners being killed with guns (Weisser, 2018). This policy will therefore restrict people who have been given restraining orders to purchase guns. Moreover, guns should be removed from high-risk individuals. Convicted criminals, mentally ill people, and others should be denied to access guns because they may cause violence. Gun violence restraining orders should also be recorded in the National Instant Criminal Background Check System in order to keep track of offenders. 
Conclusion
There a number of factors that can be attributed to the rise in firearm crimes and violence. It is important to note that gun crimes and violence can be controlled if the government fully controls the supply and distribution of guns and illegalizing its possession. Although this responsibility lies with all members of society and not just the government, the government has a significant obligation to undertake. Hence, the United States government needs to get fully involved in gun reform activities. It is important to make strict restrictions in regards to the use of guns in order to protect the youth and children who are the future of the country. Implementing gun reforms, ban and limitations will deter the efforts of criminals to get access to guns in order to commit criminal activities. The government should think of restricting high-risk individuals from accessing to guns. It should also think of taking stern actions o individuals who commit crime with guns through harsh laws. To sum up, Americans should embrace the planned policies that are aimed at regulating the use of guns in the country. Only those individuals who are licensed should be allowed to use their guns for protection. This is to their advantage and the good of the country.  
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