Dean1

Dean2

Shaquire Dean
PHIL- 1031
[bookmark: _GoBack]30TH September 2020
Do you agree with Galileo?
Galileo in his Assayer, he tries to explain that, ‘‘if indeed all creatures were eliminated, odors, color and tastes would be annihilated/eradicated and wiped away’’. He suggests that if there were no people or animals with senses of smelling, tasting and seeing; there would be no taste, odor and even color.
I think Galileo’s idea is a reality of all that is happening. I agree with him that without living creatures, odors, color and tastes would not exist. Locke would have agreed with Galileo's statement that indeed tastes, smell/odor and color which he referred to them as secondary qualities, would all have been annihilated if at any time all living creatures were wiped completely. This is because, Locke's theory of secondary and primary qualities support Galileo's claim since the perception of reality is observer-dependent and do not inhere in the objects themselves (Stich, 2018, Pg. 101). I think odors, tastes and color would not have existed without living creatures. This is because, as far as the secondary qualities are instantiated within the body of any living creature, as well as living systems are physical systems, which means there must be a physics of the conscious mind for the tastes, color and odor to be felt. 
My argument seems to rely on Locke’s indirect realism and the distinction between primary and secondary qualities. He believed that we could not perceive the material objects, but instead, we are only in a position to perceive the mental representation of the material objects. This confers that the existence of reality is independent of human consciousness, although living creatures tend to perceive reality indirectly, or we can say through perception. He distinguishes primary and secondary qualities in that, he explains that, in reference to primary qualities, there is resemblance of the idea and the quality itself. Examples include shape, solidity and motion or rest while in the secondary qualities, the quality's idea does not resemble the quality itself this includes, color, tastes, heat and odor (Stich, 2018, Pg.107).
One might object that Locke’s indirect realism idea that we cannot be able to perceive material objects. Still, instead, we can perceive the mental representation of the material object. The direct realists like Thomas Reid tend to opposed Locke’s idea by trying to revive the idea that we can see things directly. An example would be, if you see an elephant, what one sees is an elephant itself a material object and not just an elephant-shaped mental image (Stich, 2018, Pg.12).
My objection to the idea by realists, I would like to challenge the direct realist idea because not all we see sometimes have a real reflection of what exactly we think it is. An example would be the color of a specific object within different light conditions might appear different (Stich, 2018, 108). This could be as a result of the rate at which it emits light energy. Also, unconscious people might see things much different from others; an example would be a drunk driver might have the wrong perception of his distance with other motorists.
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