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Central Characters in the Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
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[bookmark: 6]In the Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, characterization is incredibly mastered. The narrator revives the character of the Great Gatsby through his passionate attention to details.  The author’s description goes beyond the normal through his creation of energy, feeling, and emotions among all the characters.
Jay Gatsby
Jay Gatsby is the novel protagonist with a distinctive personality. Jay can be described as an ambitious person. This is because he was born and brought up in a humble family but his ambition to get rich pushes him to break all odds and become rich. He eventually becomes rich and wealthy and although he acquires his wealth illegally, he did achieve his goal of becoming rich. He knows what he wants and he goes after it.
Jay is also loving. While in the military, he falls in love with Daisy Buchanan after meeting her in Louisville before leaving for World War II in 1917. Jay extremely loves Daisy to an extent that he lies to her about his background to convince her that he can take care of her. This lady becomes his motivation and even though Daisy is later married by another man he does not give up his love her, he instead works too hard to win her back through acquiring expensive properties and other things.
 Jay is also opportunistic. He sees an opportunity for money in every aspect of his life. We initially see him working as a janitor in order to pay his tuition fee. He later involves himself in illegal deals in order to make money. To him, money comes before everything else and whatever opportunity is presented to him, it does not matter its consequences as long as it is generating money.
Nick Carraway
Nick the story narrator can be described as a young educated man from Minnesota. Having participated in the World War I Nick is presented as a courageous and devoted individual. Additionally, Nick is an honest, lenient gentleman who is not quick to judge. He acts as a confidant for many who have troubling secrets. He is also friendly; he quickly bonds and becomes friends with Jay Gatsby shortly after moving to West Egg. He also tries to restore the love between his cousin Daisy Buchanan and his new friend Jay Gatsby. It is through Nick that the whole story of the Great Gatsby is told. Through his thoughts and perceptions, the told story is shaped and colored.
Daisy Buchanan 
 Daisy is Nick Buchanan cousin and also the lovely woman that Gatsby loves. Daisy must be an attractive woman who steals the hearts of many young men. As we are told he had dated several men before meeting Gatsby. However, she still finds another lover Tom Buchanan who falls in love with her and marries her before Gatsby is back from the World War two battle. Daisy is also a heartbreaker. She promised Gatsby that she would wait for him but he finds new love in Tom Buchanan who she eventually marries. When Gatsby returns from the war she finds her married which must have really broken his heart. Daisy is also a scornful and skeptical woman who behaves sketchily to cover the pain she is experiencing due to her husbands continued infidelity.
Tom Buchanan 
Tom Buchanan is the wealthy husband to Daisy. Tom is a powerful man given his wealth and being brought up in a socially concrete family. He is a hypocritical and a very arrogant bully who treats people based on their sex and gender. Although he demands those allowed him to respect him and to live up to the certain moral standard he does not attempt to live up to the same standards. He is highly unfaithful something he does not consider before he outrageously confronts Daisy about her relationship with Gatsby.
Jordan Baker 
Jordan Baker is a friend to Daisy and also has a romantic relationship with Nick throughout the novel. She is a competitive woman who participates in golfing. She is also a cynical, self-centered Tom-boy. Although she is a beautiful woman she is also dishonest. She achieved her first golf tournament through cheating something she does not seem to end.


