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The Genre of the Beowulf Poem
The term genre in literature, and more so in poetry, is described as a class, better still a category of written work, some resemblance in their form, style, or subject matter. A genre can also be defined as a literary device or technique. In poetry, there are different categories of styles, including narrative poetry, satirical poetry, and epic, lyric, and prose poetry. This paper focuses on the Beowulf poem; this poem is partially an elegy and partially an epic. The following are the reasons why.
Beowulf is considered an elegy because it is a poem that has a very mournful tone. The elegiac tone in the poem was used as a characteristic of Anglo-Saxon literature. This is because, during that time, their lives had a lot of uncertainties and were also constantly threatened. This is seen in line (160) "All were endangered, young and old were hunted down by the dark death shadow."
Also, the writer laments over the mortal nature of human beings and loss and the inevitable death, which is a characteristic of the elegies. This is evident in the second part of Beowulf, i.e., from the line (1008), whereby as Beowulf becomes old, he is fully aware that he will die any time soon. This makes him extremely sad. However, he is defeated by time since it has gotten to a point where he has nothing to do to stop time from moving or turn it back and become young again. At this point, he has to accept his fate.
In the poem is the theme of temporality. This shows that in this poem, human beings are known to be born, live, and die at some point in their lifetime. Death has been depicted as a painful experience to those left behind and scary to everyone alive in this poem. It is something that cannot be avoided. There is a lot of remembrance of death such that even during the celebration, the characters hear the stories of those dead during these occasions. This is seen evident between lines (2821-3182) whereby Beowulf comes to the end of his life where he lies dead, and Wiglaf is recorded bowing down with a lot of grief mourning the death of his lord. In brief, the writer has commemorated the end of the beast.
On the other hand, this poem is considered an epic because it bears some characteristics attached to epics in poetry. It is a very long poem that is book-length. It is so long and has many stanzas with lines amounting to 3182 alliterative lines—a total from both the first and the second part.
It is also an epic because, in the narrative, the main focus is on a single hero. This is because the main character of this particular poem is considered a hero who is recorded to have traveled to prove that he has a lot of strength amidst the impossible odds. He does this against the demons and beasts that are supernatural. From line (1232-1496) is the evidence that the hero Beowulf had managed to kill the opponent Grendel. Line (1241) indicates the warriors thought that they were all safe now that Grendel was dead. It indicated that there was at least one of them that was marked for death.
The poem is also considered an epic because, in the entire story, there is more than one battle. One of the battles that are written about is the battle with Grendel. He was one of the antagonists that were all aligned in the side of the opposition to counter the protagonist, who is Beowulf. All the people in Heorot feared Grendel apart from their hero Beowulf. He decides to use no weapons to fight Grendel and says that “he (Grendel) has ideas on the art of war” inline (681). He also fought with Grendel’s mother in another battle that is recorded. This was after the celebration that was held after the defeat of Grendel. This is when Grendel’s mother was in deep sorrow about her son's death and wanted to revenge for him. “A broad, whetted knife: now she could avenge her only child” (1546). After this fight, there is a final battle that was between the dragon and Beowulf. 
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