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Gentrification
Gentrification is a process whereby a formerly impoverished region or town experiences a migration of middle-class and more prosperous people who develop it by renovating businesses, homes, and buildings and giving the area a brand-new look. As a result of this change, the value of properties increases tremendously, and the natives who are by default poor residents get displaced to other regions (Lees et al., 2010).
Advantages of gentrification
The first advantage of gentrification is that the atmosphere experienced within a community starts rising. The middle-class people coming into the community have high energy levels. According to Lees et al., (2015), this is the group of people who, instead of sitting down in their houses to take a cup of coffee for breakfast, will opt to grab one on their way to work to save time and make more money. 
The second advantage of this process is that it creates new opportunities for jobs, retail businesses, and food options. New retail stores and food restaurants are the first results when an area starts to develop immediately. Entertainment zones also come up in such a place. All these are sources of employment to the already existing communities. Since people moving to these cities are middle-class, huge companies shift bases searching for a new potential clientele base.
In addition, gentrification process improves the public safety of the involved communities. New and better investments demand better security. Everyone in the community benefits from this when the government invests in better enforcement of the law. Nobody wants to be harmed while returning home from work. The gentrification process produces new resources to allow the local government to build new police lines in the region. These resources can also help install the best security systems that will benefit all (Lee et al., 2015). 
Besides, the gentrification process brings about cleaner and healthier environments. Wealthier people demand the highest level of cleanliness. Industries that are developed also produce waste that must be disposed of. This, therefore, forces both the government and the private sector to invest in waste collection and management. 
Last but not least, the process of gentrification improves the housing standards of the resident communities. Real estate developers always come in fast when there is gentrification and buy lots of properties at lower prices. They later develop these properties with modern and better structures giving a new outlook to the neighborhood. Even though these houses come at higher rates, they also come with high-end installations.
Disadvantages of Gentrification
One of the disadvantages of gentrification is that it affects the culture of the people who are already living within the area. Culture defines people, and there are no people without a culture. It would be like a restaurant selling beef and fish but starts selling vegetables because the new people feel vegetables are healthier than meat (Lees et al., 2015). Since the new people have a higher purchasing power, they will always have their way, and eventually, most locals will conform.
The next very common disadvantage of gentrification is that resident communities may become poorer than they actually were. Even though the process of gentrification focuses on improving the lives of the residents, the reverse occasionally happens. With the richer citizens coming in, small retail shops are replaced by mammoth shopping malls, and household brand names drive out local boutiques, and small scale traders are forced to close their shops (Gilbert, 2017). These business owners will resolve to get employed by the new businesses, who end up paying them lower than they were making in their shops. This goes a long way in affecting the entire chain that was depending on that business. Some families are even forced to adjust their lives downwards just to cope with the new lower income. This has primarily been the reason for the protests in the Chicana community in the East of Los Angeles. The people of color feel that all they spend years to earn is slowly being taken away by the whites.
The third disadvantage of gentrification is that it makes the rich richer, while the poor continue being poorer. One of the reasons why residents of low-income communities leave their homes is because they sell off the properties at higher prices and relocate. According to Lees et al., (2010), property values rise tremendously when the middle-class community arrives. This exerts more pressure on property taxes, which the low-incomers become unable to pay. This makes them relocate to other cheaper options scattering the community that was once very close. Some residents are forced to travel for longer distances either for schools or work, further making them poor.
Moreover, gentrification replaces the builders of communities. Neighborhood souls are lost when the people of a community are scattered. Modern retail shops and gigantic malls are suitable for employment, but they lose a community touch derived from the local retail shop with a debt register. This is a privilege that malls will not give.
Additionally, the arrival of new residents also known as transplants, can lead to conflicts in the community. This happens if either of these communities feels marginalized, usually the lower-income community. According to Gilbert (2017), when change occurs in a community, resentment is inevitable, and nothing changes this. Some forms of very deadly violence can therefore erupt between the two communities as a result of gentrification. When this happens, offenders will later be removed from the community. It is almost certain that all offenders will come from the low-income earners' side.
Lastly, sometimes gentrification happens in reverse mode. The resident community's income levels dramatically deepen when businesses relocate. This can be very severe, with very few chances of reversal in the near future. When a family spends decades at the same location with nothing to show off, it eventually decides to leave in search of better opportunities. The entire neighborhood is eventually vacated, and memory faded (Lees et al., 2010).
In conclusion, gentrification can be termed as a necessary evil. As argued by Lees et al., (2015), though gentrification causes pain to some communities and the risk levels of breaking communities are high, chances of bettering the lives of other millions of citizens are very high. Gentrification eases the pressure on most cities by bringing services and resources closer to the people.
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