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Globalization
[bookmark: _GoBack]Globalization can be defined as the process of integration and interaction of people of different parts of the world(Beck, 2018).  It involves sharing ideas, norms, cultures, trade, politics and any other interaction from one place to another across the world. The main driver of globalization is technology. Globalization has many impacts and significance which can be broadly categorized as economic, political and social. The diagram below represents a photograph of an online marketing firm, as a good example of the economic importance of globalization.
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This photograph is a prime example of how globalization has impacted the world of trade. This represents the economic importance of globalization. OLX whose some of its products are shown by the above photograph is an online marketplace which operates in 45 countries worldwide. It has enhanced trade among many countries worldwide by offering an online platform where individuals can sell and buy products. Some of the products traded on this online marketplace platform include electronics, household goods, cars, furniture, and bikes as shown in the photograph (Gunn, 2017).
		OLX represents one of the many importance of globalization in trade. According to Beck, (2018), with globalization trading has been made quick, easy and efficient. One can order goods and services from the comfort of his country or area of residence and the goods are delivered to him right there. Online marketing has much sociological significance. First, it encourages good relations amongst the trading parties. Secondly, it leads to the creation of employment to the online marketers of goods and services. It also increases free trading activities between countries(Intriligator, 2017).
	Aside from the economic significance of it, globalization has profound impacts on the cultural and political arena. Culturally, globalization has led to the removal of cultural barriers and make the whole world a global village. Globalization also creates peace and harmony between the trading countries in order for them to trade effectively. Therefore, there is less likelihood of such countries to be at war with each other(Gunn, 2017).
Through globalization, there is cultural diffusion which is the spread of cultural items such as religions, ideas, languages, styles, dressing codes, diets,and innovations. This has led to the sharing of such ideas between different countries. This is more evident in the African countries which have adopted the western culture. They have embraced the Western way of dressing, diets and living styles. As people move out of their country to foreign countries for the purpose of trade, they intermingle with the foreigners and create a mutual relationship. The relationship may lead to intermarriages (Baylis, et al, 2017). 
Globalization goes hand in hand with social media, technology, inventions,and new ideas. These have contributed to complete changes in the organization of societies. Through the internet, one can access any information from the web. This has led to the civilization and social development of primitive societies. This has led the societies breaking the traditional and outdated norms and cultures and embracing the new inventions (Flew, et al., 2015).
Politically, globalization has many profound impacts. Trading has led to the formation of regional trading blocks, treaties,and unions among countries. This, in turn, creates interdependence among those countries. Again, globalization leads to the discarding and elimination of cross-border regulations. This has made many countries to reduce regulations in the entry into their countries. It has led countries reducing tariffs and deregulation of cross-border restrictions to enhance trading activities. Some countries promote free trade through liberation (Baylis, et al, 2017). 
Some of the contemporary issues related to globalization include increased crime rates such as terrorism, cybercrime, increased fraud, loss of cultural ideologies especially in the African continent and change in government styles of leadership from autocratic to democratic and liberalization(Flew, et al., 2015).
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