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God’s Founding Relationships with People in Genesis 19 and 22
The story of Lot and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah reveals God’s reactions towards the actions of his people. In chapter 19 Lot sits in the gate and welcomes God’s angels into his house but the men of the city came demanding to see them. These men wanted to portray their wickedness to God’s messengers. For long, Sodom was known for its wickedness and God sent these two angels to spy and confirm the wickedness so that He may act. God’s first action was to strike the men with blindness and then destroy the entire city. One thing to learn from the text is that even as God intends to punish, he preserves those who obey him. The angels were used by God to prepare Lot and his household to escape the city which was about to be destroyed. Although allowed to escape, Lot’s wife fell on God’s wrath when she disobeyed and looked back while they were leaving. 
Analysis of God’s actions in building relationships with his people leads to the story of Abraham and the command to sacrifice his only son. The story of Abraham can be very overwhelming to many of us. Many would have turned down God’s command, something Abraham chose to obey. As there was a repercussion to those who did not obey in chapter 19, there was also a consequence to Abraham’s obedience when the messenger of God, (angel) called him and promised a multiplication of his descendants. It is clear from both texts, in His bid to build relationships with His people; God reacts according to people’s responses to His commands. 
