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Goodness in Maliszewski’s Works
In his text, “Prayer and Parable: Stories,” Paul Maliszewski (2011) utilizes the debut collection to narrate how people of all ages make tireless efforts toward becoming good, with some succeeding, while others were failing. Like Maliszewski scholars, holy texts, religious leaders, political policymakers, as well as philosophers from one generation to another have attempted to provide a wide range of definitions of goodness. Emmanuel Kant, one of the celebrated philosophers, defines moral good as an autonomous will that prioritizes rationality over irrational behavior (Cahn, 2009). Based on Kant’s Categorical Imperative, a good person will always strive to act with the utmost rationality. In this respect, goodness cannot be compromised because people should focus on working according to the maxim that has the much-needed capacity to be applied as a universal law. In my view, goodness refers to the quality of resisting any forms of evil. In other words, it revolves around doing desirable, as well as pleasant things, with God serving as the primary source and image of goodness. Consequently, this paper discusses three instances in which Maliszewski’s characters strive to identify with goodness.
Parable of the Fever
In “Parable of the Fever,” Maliszewski presents a guy and his sick girlfriend. The girlfriend in question suffers from tremendously awful fever because it has failed to go away. As a result, the boyfriend and other family members have set out to do all that they can to ensure she gets well. They have stopped at nothing; seeking pieces of advice from people; they are familiar and unfamiliar with in various circumstances. They are as using reliable and sound medical options, including the most far-fetched medications. Unfortunately, the fever does not respond to the treatment. 
Although the author dedicates up to a third of the story to the various medical attempts, the narrative takes an interesting shift to the boyfriend’s ego. Undoubtedly, a closer read, and interpretation of the story reveals that it is all about the guy’s desire to demonstrate how good and capable he is. Throughout the treatment attempts and associated processes, he is making every move to be good by insisting on taking a leading role in solving the problem at hand. Of course, there is no doubt that he is committed to seeing his girlfriend recover from the illness, but his main goal is to have whatever efforts he is putting to work so that others know it is all about him. 
In contrast to the man’s expectations and the long wait to be seen as the person responsible for the good act of healing the girl, the fever does not go away, becoming more emblematic of his potency. Given his role as the traditional man when it comes to the relationship, the inability to treat the girl attracts failure. She suffers a stroke, while at the same time, experiencing brain damage. These events become disturbing because he fails to have her girlfriend healed. With the realization that there are certain things he cannot do, the story ends with the guy confronting and picking a fight with someone else. Concisely, the Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior (2020) reports that failure often results in a depressive mood, as well as agitation, which compels some to vent, act out, or harbour negative thoughts, which refer to coping strategies.
Parable of the Birds
This puzzling but straightforward story revolves around a small family of husband, wife, and their little child. The story opens with the family encountering a dead bird in their backyard. They respond by disposing of the bird. From their conversation, the decision to get rid of the dead bird has been informed by the desire to ensure their young child remains protected from any forms of harsher realities that characterize life. Though the family managed to dispose of the dead bird, later, they find another bird that is alive but has been injured. On seeing the new bird, the wife and husband remember incidences or events that happened before the birth of their son. In their discussion, they focus on different memories that shaped the period, in addition to what they mean to them. 
Although it sounds like one of the fuzzy stories, it has a deeper meaning. The parents are everything within their power to protect their only child from harm by disposing of the dead bird, an act of goodness. However, the second bird is in pain, implying that they have three options: killing and getting rid of it, keeping the bird and trying to heal it, and disposing it off while in pain. The first and third options depict a lack of remorse for living things. The new bird’s arrival has presented the family with a dilemma, requiring the husband and wife to balance the need for protecting the young boy and salvaging the injured bird. The same applies to real-life situations in which we are expected to recognize and address others’ problems by not being self-centred.
Prayer Against the Force of Habit
In this short story, Maliszewski (2011) opens the collection by depicting a fighting couple. The point worth noting involves the expression of the straightforward attitude, as well as the distance of the male character regarding what is happening in his surroundings. For instance, when his girlfriend insists on talking about what happens in the case of another couple, he says that he has never cared about them. From this story, it is evident that the main character wants to be good by avoiding anything that can make him get involved in issues affecting others. However, he has failed at the family level as they fight, which means he has enough problems already that stand between him and being good. In essence, if he were to a good person, he would have engaged his girlfriend in a compassionate conversation as opposed to insisting that he cares not about others as if he is blameless.
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