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For this current comparison, I have chosen Sweden, a country whose healthcare is considered one of the best in the world. The country’s healthcare system is largely funded through taxes. It is essential to understand that most of the fees charged to access healthcare services are observably low. On a case by case basis, the country’s healthcare system is based on the system that prioritizes those who need urgent care. In Sweden, the costs of healthcare are significantly controlled by the government, for instance, there are laws that guard the citizens against high cost-ceiling. The Swedish law prevents healthcare institutions from charging hospitalization fees that exceed 100 kronor a day (Schreck, 2021). Similarly, there caps on the total amount of money paid for prescription drugs across healthcare facilities in the country.  
In Sweden, it is important to note that in the events that individuals exceed the caps placed on medical consultations, henceforth these consultations become free. Also, medical services are free for persons under the age of 18. Even though access to medical care in the country attracts charges which are observably very low, healthcare services such as immunizations, cancer screenings and maternity are all free and have no co-pays. Dental health in Sweden is free to all person under the age of 23. However, for those turning 23 and above who no longer qualify f tor the free dental health services, the government provides subsidies and allowances of up to 600 kronor that are specifically meant to pay for the dental health services. Reimbursements are made for healthcare costs exceeding certain amounts (Marczewska, 2021). For example, if the dental care costs exceed 3000 kronor, 85% of the costs are reimbursed. 
The Swedish government has been at the forefront with new rules and guidelines which are particularly meant to reduce the wait times by patients. The government has committed close to 55 million US dollars to significantly decrease the wait time for cancer treatments. 
Similarly, the country has increased its funding in the adoption of e-health which is aimed at bolstering the country’s healthcare systems. Even though the country has well-functioning universal healthcare insurance, most of the patients in Sweden have resorted to using private insurance providers. This has been due to the increased wait times at the healthcare facilities due to the country’s priority treatment of emergency cases first. 
Sweden has about 5.4 physicians for every 100 people. It is important to note that this has not only reduced the mortality rates in the country but has also led to enchanneled life expectancies. To ensure that this physician-patient ratio is maintained in Sweden, the government pumps a lot of funds into the healthcare sector. Sweden’s health expenditure represents a little over 11% of its GDP. A significant portion of this is funded through municipal and regional taxes. By the end of 2015, the healthcare costs in Sweden had risen 11.9% of the country’s GDP. Notably, the state is considered a huge financier in the medical care system contributing over 97% of the costs to consequently make healthcare accessible to all Swedish citizens. 
Healthcare funding in the United States is similar to that of Sweden in the following ways, healthcare coverage in both countries is provided through a combination of government, private and individual sources with the government being the largest contributor in both cases. In both countries over 50% of the healthcare costs are funded by the government. However, the United States does not have policies for free provision of healthcare services like in Sweden. Every individual should be insured by either the government through programs such as Medicare and Medicaid or through private insurers to access healthcare services. Ideally, managed care has been a major phenomenon in the country’s healthcare system where payers have implemented various mechanisms and techniques to limit healthcare-related costs. 
The United States spends about 16.9% of its GDP on healthcare-related costs. In comparison, this is not only higher than that of Sweden but is also substantially higher than the average of the 35 OECD countries. 
Additionally, another major difference between the funding of the healthcare system between the two countries is that Swedish laws allow for very minimal out-of-pocket payments, however in the United States, close to 17% of the healthcare costs are specifically derived from out-of-pocket payments (Cynthia, 2021). One of the main reasons for increased healthcare funding in Sweden is the enhanced care for the elderly. Observably, the Swedish government is focused on improving the quality of long-term care for the elderly and is considered among the best internationally. Other factors that have led to increased spending in healthcare include; the focus on well-coordinated, high-quality patient-centred care. The present spending structure in the Swedish healthcare system gives a clear reflection regarding the government objectives in enhancing public health. 
For this reason, according to the Euro health consumer index, Sweden has been rated 10th in Europe with excellent scores in low maternal and infant mortalities, high life expectancies currently at 83 years. 
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