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Part One
How Government is Involved in my Life
1. Checking out for the weather report of television before getting out of the house. National Weather Service provides all the forecasted weather conditions. 
2. Hospital visit- Medicare to access better health care
3. Purchasing of foodstuffs-Food stamps help in purchasing food needed for good health
4. Visiting national parks protected by the Department of Interior for the enjoyment of all Americans
5. Eating nutritious meals in school because of school lunch regulations instilled by government
6. Consumption of public safe drinking water based on standards enacted by EPA
7. Safer air breathing as guaranteed by federal Clean Air Act
8. Use of government currency printed by U.S. Mint
9. Use of Postal Service- U.S. Postal Service regulations help prevent mail fraud
10. Visiting public libraries protected by government regulations
11. Wearing safety belt in public transport
12. Using toilet- Local government transports the waste treating it and disposing it in a environmentally friendly manner
Part Two
1. Yes. I was surprised at the number of government actions surrounding my life today. I was surprised because I have always taken these things for granted. But right now, I understand that these services are useful in our lives. These fundamental government services keep us safe.
2. The purpose of these government actions is to protect our rights. As envisioned in the American Constitution, American citizens have fundamental human rights which must be protected by the government. I think that the private sector could perform some of these actions better than the government. Some of these functions may require specific skills and competencies that does not have or possess. Moreover, private sector is not often influenced by politics of the day. For instance, government officials running these programs may be reluctant to fire employees who are involved in malpractices because of negative publicity involved. But the private sector can easily do this because they are aimed at making profit. 
3. There are some government actions that I think are unnecessary. Duplicative programs, for example should be eliminated. There exists overlap, duplication and fragmentation in government programs. There are also those programs which can effectively be dealt with by the private sector. Programs with no proper role should also be eliminated. Government should get out of such areas in order to avoid unnecessary spending. Wasteful spending overburdens tax payers who are the American citizens. 
4. If the government were small and weak, the American society would be vulnerable to many global threats. Research shows that weak states are breeding grounds of violent conflict and complex emergencies. If the United States were weak, it would be porous and hence destabilizing effects. These means that all sectors of the economy would be weak. Weak states rely on foreign aid to enable the functioning of some key government sectors. It would be hard for the government to support medical research and instead it would rely on aid from strong economies. It is essential for government to be doing search as medical research and assemble a manned mission to earth because they help in innovation in the country. Innovation provides an opportunity for economic prosperity. 
5. I think most Americans understand the importance of government in their lives. This is because many people are concerned with the conduct of public officials who are responsible of providing the essential government services. Many Americans want to elect leaders who are free from corruption. Even though some may lack basic civil knowledge like understanding simple questions about their government, they want government to deliver essential services like better health care and security to citizens. 
