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A politician is a statesman, an individual who has been elected to office to represent and serve the people who elected him during an election. Politics are deemed to be professional. Since time immemorial, politicians have been known to be selfish, self-centered and full of malice. Before elections are held, political candidates fill their constituents with promises of service delivery and all sorts of good stuff. Some go to the extent of buying votes through giving them handouts, while others are just honest in their campaigns. William L argues that word of mouth can guarantee you success in politics. Additionally, he says that politicians that remain loyal to their friends after they get into office have very high chances of being successful in politics. These are men who keep their promises and are honest. Even when they unluckily get imprisoned, they are assured of support even in a state prison. One Richard Croker is known for saying that loyalty and always speaking the truth and it is reported that no better words have ever been said. Richard Croker has managed to stay in power as the leader of Tammany Hall for as long as he wanted (Riordon, 1993). 

Plunkit extensively talks about graft, both honest graft and dishonest graft. He argues that it is perfectly honest to charge an item for the exact price that it costs, to charge services at the required rates, and serve citizens as and when required. As a state’s person, having influence and give service delivery to those who elected them. Leaders should look at the opportunities ahead of them or rather those in their disposition and seize them. Profits coming from such opportunities are then used as proceeds towards the betterment of the community. Investment that benefits the community should be highly thought of; leaders should have insight and foresight for a successful and secure tomorrow (Riordon, 1993). All that summed up should be described as honest graft. On the other hand, dishonest graft is whereby a political leader or any leader amasses lots of wealth for themselves and their relatives without thinking of their constituents, initiating any projects in a community and also not providing financial aid in terms of bursaries to the needy. Elsewhere, a leader can purpose to buy land meant for a certain community project and then resell the particular land back to the community at very exorbitant and unreasonable prices only to get more money for themselves. Or else, starting a project and leaving it stalled due to stolen and misused funds. Most politicians do not directly steal hard cash from the treasury; instead they see opportunities and take them. Leaders also get hugely rich through blackmailing small scale businesses (Riordon, 1993). They create cartels that get the dirty money for them, through collection of cess, which is not receipted. Plunkitt adds onto his argument that to be a successful politician, one cannot be a drunkard. Alcohol is not man’s best friend. Alcohol makes you lose your conscious mind. For instance, Plunkitt talks of a friend of his who was a very good hustler in town and was interested in going to the polls to contest for a political seat. However, two weeks to the elections, he started taking alcohol. He would drink day and night and not have a single sober moment (Riordon, 1993). Despite, Plankitt getting him a security guard, the young man ended up using a huge amount of his money. This reckless and irresponsible saw him being dropped out of the race. He does not even advocate for regular drinking, as he sees it as the biggest and worst curse of the day only bringing more harm than good.
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