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Part I
The paper will use a character named Gregory Michael, where the historical events and his experience and perception will be illustrated. Gregory Michael was born on 12th February 1942 in Baltimore, Maryland. He grew up in a single-parent family. Gregory Michael was the only child of Jack Michael and Rachel Williams, where the father later died one month after Gregory was born. His mother was a teacher while his father used to run a business before he met his death. Despite Gregory not having his father’s recollection, he had high gender roles regards. The primary perception was being the man in the house, making him carry out even odd jobs to provide for the family.
The family status of Gregory was that of middle-class level and partially poverty level. Gregory does not believe in being a racist but is made uncomfortable by associating with non-Caucasians. He also tries hard to comprehend and struggle for equality. He was brought up together with the veterans from the Second World War, making him align with most of the south in idolizing such characters, thus influencing him for strong military support. Gregory considers himself as being deeply patriotic and religious. The current age new does not support his views and always challenging them.
Part II
	The Vietnam War resulted in a division between the south and north, with the former unable to raise a strong defense in countering the latter. The Vietnam War also collided with the timeline making the US pursue the domino theory; the theory reflected the government’s efforts in striking out communism in abroad countries. The policy ensured that the US participated in the Vietnam War and escalated it (Broyles, 2019). The first president to indulge in such participation was President John Kennedy when he was in position, and President Lyndon Johnson also endorsed the policy. With continued participation, more than half a million soldiers from the US fought in the 1968 war, where Gregory was amongst the troupes.
	Most of the invasions in Vietnam were led by the Japanese to demonstrate low stature of control of the Vietnam colony. Some of the invasions included Dien Bien Phu's fall in 1954, resulting in the French pulling out and involving the US forces. Through the Ho Chi Minh command, revolutionaries in Vietnam assaulted the French base. The military operation took eight weeks, resulting in French defeat and the end of their ruling, facilitated by Geneva's accords (Foner, 2017). The containment policy in the United States was very strong, promoting president Lyndon to participate in the war, which yielded criticism from all corners. Even more, the criticism grew when he refused to remove forces, making most of the captured news focus on the death toll. 
During that time of war, the coverage by media incited a mass resistance in the United States, making President Lyndon not to vie for the presidency again (Mitchell, 2018). The media's presentation created an important platform where the Americans perceived Vietnam through the political, social factor and cultural portrayal. The media's portrayal was like none other records in history since it ensured that the most important war elements were captured and presented for public viewing. The youth movement also started to protest for anti-war initiatives trying to seek for the US disapproval to participate in the Vietnam War. Criticism on the US involvement was the major important reasoning that President Lyndon Johnson gave, avoiding another ruling term (Mitchell, 2018). Having borrowed the Second World War historical and economic support, the Vietnam War climax to ideological battleground and anti-colonist.
In America, the Vietnam War resulted in an increase of hawk and dove sides, demarcating the citizens into two. The latter placed higher life importance, arguing that the lives lost in the war are of a greater loss than the benefits yielded from the same; they also regarded war as an inexcusable effort. On the other hand, the hawk came up with various justification why the US should be involved in the Vietnam War, which was fueled by using force in communist fighting and patriotism. There was also an evident of the division of United States, with most youths supporting love instead of war considering the Vietnam situation (Mettler, 2017). The US residents led several protests against the US involvement leading to the court's rulings and wide coverage by the media.
Part III
President Lyndon Johnson gave a speech on 26th September 1967 at the University of John Hopkin about the Vietnam War, which marked a defining moment for Gregory. The president highlighted that he had no intention of continuing to participate in the war since his authority demanded an assurance from him to combat communism. President Lyndon Johnson also expounded on the nation's main role as a way of adding support for the conflict, considering the diminished military presence in the area. The president opening statement created the definition of the war as a morality matter and a conflict which is necessary for better; “Over this war, and all Asia, is the deepening shadow of communist China.” 
President Lyndon Johnson also in his speech gave out the country's promise and defined the effects of not adhering to their word. The president's perception was that if they attempt to leave the Vietnam War, it will doubt the commitment of America's role of defending freedom. The president concluded by saying that there is no possibility of escaping their roles, having succeeded in the Second World War. Gregory had a strong admiration for President Lyndon Johnson and how he reigned following John Kennedy's assassination. Still, after the speech, Gregory was left with questions on why the troops were needed in Vietnam.
Part IV
	The whole Vietnam War duration received opposition and a negative picture from American media coverage. The division in the country and mass perception made Gregory doubt the credibility of the government. Gregory was not blind, and so he could follow up as the war continued and the media coverage. He neither had a strong supporting opinion nor a negative opinion but the context brought out the question of why the troops failed to vacate Vietnam. The curiosity made him even more confused since his compatriots always seemed ready to work in the military without the protest's consideration (Broyles, 2019).
	Gregory, being a patriot, considered President Lyndon Johnson's move of not seeking reelection as disappointing and unpatriotic as well. Having participated in the war actively, Gregory ensured the fact that there was use of armed forces by the government, which acted as blunt instruments without any valid war foundation. All these conceptions made Gregory have considerations on evading the draft, but due to guilt, he did not pull out. Gregory's duty to serve out of patriotism out powered his guilt and doubt feelings. His patriotic move also assisted him in overcoming his continued fear of losing his life during the war.
Part V 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The dilemma did neither stop Gregory from joining the military nor did it deter him from leaving the military. The commitment and passion that moved him in applying for military position came from his inception, which was against communism and affected his knowledge and understanding of communism as a warning to the US. Being from  Caucasian race who originated from the south strengthened his opinions against communism. Moreover, having grown up under the Second World War shadow, the veterans only supported his desire to recognize similar recognition among his colleagues and peers.
Gregory's patriotism and having grounded in taking family roles after his father’s death where he took over as a family man influenced his stand that he should provide and protect. Being a protector facilitated his move in serving in the military to ensure that more men in the country enjoyed the opportunities and their rights as it was in the constitution. Gregory did not doubt his service in the military though he was aware of the dangers and war implications. The duty sense made him not respect those who participated in protests perceiving them as unpatriotic who did not respect the military and the nation as a whole (Mettler, 2017).
Part VI
Being a patriot, Gregory incorporated the serving role and was very comfortable with fighting in the war for the sake of his country. This was highly impacted by having grown up in the south and under the Second World War, influencing him to adopt the notion that favored the US's exceptionalism. However, he acknowledges that the negative picture of US participation in the Vietnam War has resulted in considerable doubt in the government intentions and military roles. As a southern state's son, Gregory highly supported President Lyndon Johnson, valuing how the president managed to take the seat after President John Kennedy was assassinated. Gregory appreciated the efforts made by President Lyndon in providing healing and uniting the nation. However, the speech by president upsets Gregory due to the brutal critique in it. The president, also having decided not to be reelected, makes Gregory see him as a coward who is not maximally using his capabilities. Despite having many questions on the US involvement in the war, he wonders whether the critique by the president had some truth. Gregory chooses to remain a patriot and continue with his serving duty but acknowledges having doubt about the government's intentions and the objectives of the military.
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