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Grouping Criteria
Good teachers understand that group work is a significant segment of a language class. When language students are placed into groups, they manage to communicate with each other, hence practicing the skills that have been learned in class. They are also able to accomplish other project goals apart from classroom exercises. Moreover, group work is the foundation of long-term friendships as well as creating freedom for the students to learn the language in their creative way. However, grouping the students can sometimes be difficult for a teacher since the students are different in their ways (Baker, 2018). There are various criteria for which a teacher can use to group the students and manage to deliver their learning goals. An English class with several in-class activities necessitates grouping in discrete criteria.
Reading In-class Activity
In Ms. Jensen’s 7th Grade Class AZELLA Scores table, the students may be placed in various groups based on different criteria. On an activity like reading, students with low-level skills can quickly and subconsciously adopt the reading methods portrayed by proficient students. Therefore reading groups can be formed using the grouping- by- varying – skills- level criterion. This criterion will assist students whose reading skills are low level as they interact with high-level counterparts (Woessmann, 2016). Using this method, group members get assimilated into the accents of their group friends hence improving automatically. The proficient students might tend to speak like their lower-level friends, but their proficiency will not reduce. In fact, they end up learning more while teaching their partners. From the table, Aryanna, Jakob, Noah, and Ramon will work best in the same group.

Writing Activities
Writing group activities require creativity, which might be difficult if the students are placed in groups using the varying skill level criterion. A proficient writer will more likely improve his writing skills if allowed to interact with fellow skilled writers. On the other hand, the same student may become dunce-like if placed in the same group with lower-skilled students. In addition, a writing group consisting of students with different levels of skills may cause the highly skilled ones to dominate the group work hence reducing the confidence of the basic and emergent-skilled students. Placing low-level students together may motivate their confidence, thus stimulating positive class interactions (Sheppard et al., 2018). From Ms. Jensen’s 7th Grade Class AZELLA Scores table, students with proficient and intermediate labels can be grouped, while basic, emergent, and pre-emergent form one group.
Listening Activities
Listening activities may require a group that consists of speaking or reading proficient students, placed together with proficient listening students. However, it may be challenging in that some students who are labeled pre-emergent in the listening skills from the table, may have a difficult time listening from their group partners (Woessmann, 2016). Thus for listening activities, it may be wise to group the students according to their first language. Nevertheless, from the table, readers and speakers with proficient and intermediate labels may be bundled with listeners who are labeled intermediate. Some intermediate readers and speakers may also be grouped with basic and emergent listeners.


Speaking Activities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaking groups are likely to work best if the students are grouped using the same level criterion. Speaking activities where some speakers are proficient while others have lower skills will have an impact in that students with low-level skills can easily get assimilated into the accent of their skilled counterparts (Woessmann, 2016). Thus, the students will improve each other subconsciously. It would also help the students with low-level skills to gain confidence and eventually manage to speak up without fear.
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Good teachers understand that group work is a significant segment of a language class. 
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