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Groupthink
In “The Ones Who Walk Away from the Omelas" and "The Lottery," the authors make use of groupthink to elucidate some of the essential themes. The term groupthink describes a psychological phenomenon that describes aspiration by a group o people to demonstrate cohesion in a group such that their decision-making grows to become dysfunctional. The members involved always seek consensus and conformity with a low tolerance for any form of disagreement or conflict, which effectively limits their options. The lack of full comprehension of situations in such a set-up is exhausting, and utilizing multiple perspectives to ascertain the decision arrived at is the proper one. The short stories highlighted above demonstrate the same manner of group logic, which overrides the value.  
Shirley Jackson is the author of "The Lottery," where she presents the concept of an arbitrary modern community in fiction. The city's cohesion in the fictional story satisfies a calendar ritual by stoning one of them in participation. The plot is not logical, making it more unbelievable that the community engaged in this ritual each year. The main square hosts the function in an American society, not identified by the author. One symptom of the concept of groupthink in the short story is uniformity. Out of fear for standing out or challenging the status quo, every member of the community tends not to speak of their reservations about the ritual. 
One such example is the conversation between Mr. and Mrs. Adams with old Old Man Warner, where the former two voice their concerns as inquisitions (Jackson, pg 4). Additional evidence is closed-mindedness. The same conversation highlighted above ends in old man Warner shrugging off the latter's concern without considering the logic behind it. Moreover, Mr. Summers is not successful in convincing the community to replace the box since the current one is too shabby. The response to such a suggestion is not to mess with tradition, even though it is not the original box.
The candidate leading the annual ritual exhibits an authoritarian type of rule whereby the voice and opinions of the rest do not have significance. The book does not provide any democratic process y which Mr. Summers gains his position, or can be deposed from it. Moreover, the leadership structure allows the entire community to assume Tessie's concerns about the fairness of the proceedings (Jackson, pg 5). Tessie's contribution leads to harsh and stern remarks from other members of the community who do not take kindly to her insinuation. There is also a girl in the crowd who whispers, "I hope it's not Nancy (Jackson, pg 6)." Despite the entire community hearing her silent prayer, no one intervenes to save Nancy, a twelve-year-old girl, from such a fate. Such an authoritarian leadership structure involves following order without any significant input. That explains why it makes it possible for groupthink to flourish.  
Groupthink limits one's options and inhibits the recognition of problems in society to warrant creative solutions to such challenges. Despite Tessie's complaints, she still participates in the ritual that she is against. Additionally, Mr. Summers reiterates the need for everyone to participate, even placing the mantle of one absentee down to one of her daughters. The author describes the location as having a small population; hence there is a significant problem in the community where their annual ritual involves risking a person's life. Groupthink, therefore, limits both problem identification and problem-solving (Derrick, pg 162). 
In the short story “The Ones who Walk Away from the Omelas” by Ursula Le Guin, the pivotal point of focus in the tale is that the community highly relies on the suffering of one. The author introduces a seemingly perfect society full of happiness in various diverse forms. The structure of the presentation by the author first introduces the town as seemingly perfect before exposing the reader to the cost of such merriment. In one of the town's basement is a young child living in an enclosed space with no doors and windows, whose misery fuels the joyous society presented (Le Guin, pg 25). In this scenario, the groupthink context is that almost everyone knows about the child, but no one is willing to do anything differently.
The author identifies the as happy but not unintelligent or naïve. Therefore, the community has an understanding of what is right or wrong, but they mostly operate on what is necessary and what isn’t. All of the population the described location is content in letting the child suffer and endure misery for the prosperity and joy of the rest. The author also ascribes to groupthink by highlighting in a dark tone those who chose to walk away because of the truth about the child. The use of dark tone serves as deterrence from the accepted norm. Le Guin also ascertains that even the population that does not understand the reason for the child to be locked up know that it is necessary to retain the beauty and nature of their city.  
Groupthink is also evident in the description of the child. The author does not identify the child's gender but chooses to refer to using the term it. The underlying tactic serves to extricate any emotion from the people of the city with the child, which explains why even those who walked by did not stop to intervene. The short story presents a stark image of a potential ten-year-old boy who seems six, living in its excrement, never to be comforted or let out. Even those who feel horrible for the child still ascribe to groupthink, hug their children tighter, and go back to their merry ways (Brook, n.d.). 
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