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Theories of Gender-Typing

	THEORY
	CONTRIBUTION
	

	Biosocial Theory
	Chromosomes, Hormones, Social Labeling

Evidence of Biological Influences 

Androgenized Females  

Evidences of Social-Labeling Influences
	Freud

· Children feel sexually attracted at the ages of three to five years to their other-sex parent.

· Children feel anxious and guilty over their attractions at the age of five to six years. 

The connections with same sex parents are critical to long-term sex drive and mental health. 

Erikson

Because of different genital structures boys are more aggressive and intrusive while girls are more passive and inclusive. 

	Social Learning Theory
	Differential Reinforcement 

Observational Learning 

Androgenized Females
	Social learning theory argues that children are motivated to carry out the relevant sex-typed activities by imitating their parents, learning from schools and following the media. 

	Cognitive-Developmental Theory
	Gender Constancy 

Gender Stability 

Gender Consistency 
	· Own cognitions of children are basically responsible for the development of gender role.

· Children imitate and identify with others of their same gender as well as same-sex parents.

· The gender related behaviors and interests development rapidly follow: 
the development of gender related interests and behavior quickly follow stages such as:
Gender Identity: the children create the idea of what category of sex they are classified under. 

Gender Consistency: children recognize that their genders as well as the gender of other children do not change with behavior, age, or dress. 

	Gender Schema Theory
	In group Schema 

Out group Schema 

Learning of objective and activities in own-sex schema
	Theory suggests that children The theory asserts that children employ gender as a schema for organizing and guiding the way they view the world and obtain gender-particular behaviors through cognitive developmental techniques and social-learning. 


How gender typing develops across the life span

Gender identity is acquired by children by the age of three whereby they can realize if they are female or male. The gender role development begins at the birth of a child. At childhood, more intense gender socialization is received by the boys than the girls (Halim and Lindner, 2013). At the childhood, the harder times majorly deviates from the expected boys’ roles than girls. During adolescence, behavioral differences, psychological hypothesis and gender intensification between girls and boys become greater due to pressures to their own roles of gender. During aging period, the rate of poverty for elderly women is almost double that of the elderly men. Elderly women have a double sexism and ageism jeopardy.
As they age, men get more caring and sensitive same as women. In men’s development, male live eight to ten years less than female. During aging period, men experience higher homicide, suicide, car accidents, alcoholism, and high rates of stress. At this age, the expected role of men should be aggressive, powerful, dominant, and always want to control women and believe that men are greater than women. In contrary, women developments are characterized by rapport talk (Helgeson, 2015). During the aging period, women put a high value on nurture and relationship as they try to interact with others ways that shall facilitate the development of their colleagues. It is important for ladies to be self-motivated at this period.
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