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Guernica
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guernica is one of the most famous artworks done by Pablo Picasso. It is a political statement that has had a lot of influence which he painted in response to the devastating bombing by Nazi's on the Guernica's Basque town during the great Civil War in Spain. The painting has been used to keep the memories of the political war fresh in the minds of the people of Basque. Pablo was living in Paris which was occupied by the Nazis during World War II. He once explained to a German officer the meaning of the painting after the officer spotted it in Pablo’s house. He told the officer that they are the ones who did what was in the picture. 
Tragedies of the war are clearly shown by Guernica as well the suffering that the bombing inflicted on people who were innocent civilians. Over tie, the artwork has gained a lot of recognition and status as the perpetual reminder of the effects of the Civil War. It is also seen as a monument that depicts a call for peace as well as a representation of anti-war. A brief war was taken to display Guernica to the world after it was completed by Pablo Picasso which is one of the reasons as to why it became famous all over the world. The tour also served to create awareness about the Civil War in Spain to the whole world. 
The work combines both the epic and pastoral styles. The combination of the drama and the color brings about a quality of reportage that can be seen in most photographic works. Pablo painted the Guernica in Black, white and blue standing 11feet tall and length of 25.6 feet. It was oil painted into a canvas that is the size of a mural. The painting is displayed in Madrid at the Museo Reina Sofia. 
There are widely varied interpretations of Guernica which contradict each other. It extends to, for an instant, the two dominant elements of mural; the bull and the horse. As it was said by Patricia the Art historian, the horse, and the bull are very significant in the culture of the Spanish. The painter used the two elements to depict different roles over various periods of time. It is for this reason that it is tough to interpret the real meaning of the horse and the bull.  The use of the two characters is kind of an aspect that was used by the painter in different ways throughout his career as an artist.  
There are some interpretations that are against trusting the political meaning in the painting. For instance, they see the bull as a motive for destruction, but also the bull had been figured in other works to represent the ego of the painter Picasso. According to Pablo, the bull depicts the aspect of darkness and brutality. Nevertheless, he also stated that the horse in the painting represented the people of Guernica.
The artwork is today seen as an icon of exemplary art; that is, it is the current Mona Lisa. It should be seen as the comment by Picasso on the ways in which art can be used to enhance self-assertion and set people free as well as an instrument for demonstrating against the devastating effects of pollical war, crime, and death.  


Reference 
Chipp, H. B., & Picasso, P. (1988). Picasso's Guernica: history, transformations, meanings. University of California Press.
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