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Research Essay

Your first research essay will be due Monday, October 25th by midnight.

It is 25 points of your grade.

This is the primary literature we've read so far that you can choose to write about:

Stitches by David Small
Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy
The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

Hunger by Roxane Gay
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Some of the works we've studied this semester portray physicians or the health care system in a negative or critical light. Many also to suggest a doctor/patient
relationship that is adversarial and/or condescending, even contemptuous—but is that really what's going on? Who are the protagonists/antagonists in these
stories? Is anyone actually heroic? Why do we like stories about doctors who are both highly competent, and highly contemptuous of their own patients? Why do
so many authors/storytellers portray physicians as threats (or choose your terms: dangerous, unstable, callous)? Why might we enjoy such portrayals? Discuss,
using 3-4 examples.

Various aspects of identity play a major role in the progress of our physical health, in the treatment of it, and in our mental health. Choose an aspect of identity
and a work that explores it and examine the social conditions that play a role in how it manifests, how it's stigmatized, and how it's treated by health professionals
and by others. Some examples are gender, race, sexuality, disability, fatness, transgender, etc.

Explore two types of identity and analyze their intersection: for example, mental health and gender, or race and disability.

How do literary portrayals reflect society’s collective needs/fears/desires about health and the body?

How do authors use illness experiences as a means of providing social critique—about the way our culture stigmatized people according to race, class, sex,
particular illness (physical or mental)? How can narrative about illness or medical practice be used as a way of critiquing the health care system?

How is mental illness portrayed in literature? How do authors use literary techniques and narrative structure—plot, character, setting, point of view, figurative
language, metaphor—to represent or comment on the experience of mental illness and/or give it more symbolic meaning

You are not limited to these topics: you are free to explore anything you connect to the literature in an essay.

So many of you have already showcased a unique and original thinking in approaching texts— feel free to trust your own interests and
follow those paths to see where it goes.

You can also examine things like literary techniques (Comics techniques or symbolism or metaphor, etc. etc.).
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You will be graded on the following things:

Introduction: does it have a compelling hook? Does it explain the motive for the writing and introduce the primary sources? Does it have a thesis?

Thesis: is the thesis specific, arguable, and original?

Topic Sentences: Are the topic sentences giving the main points of each paragraph?

Transitions: Are they used between paragraphs to ease flow of reading and show connections between ideas?

Paragraph unity and organization: Is the organization logical? Does each paragraph only discuss one topic?

Analysis (the bulk of your grade): is it thoughtful, surprising, in depth? Is there enough textual evidence and attention paid to the textual evidence?
Research: Is it scholarly? Is it well chosen? Is it well introduced and integrated into the text? Is it analyzed? Is there a balance between research and your own
thoughts?

Conclusion: Is it repetitive (you lose points for repetition)? Does it, instead, reassert the thesis in a new way by looking at larger implications, solutions, or future
effects and needs?

Grammar/Language: is it relatively free of errors? Is it in the appropriate objective and scholarly tone, using 3rd person?

MLA format: should be correct—no errors. Use Purdue Owl Online for a resource. (Don't use MLA generators—they are always wrong and out of date).
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DO NOT DO!!

e Write a book report or book summary

e Write a case study

e Write a history report

e Summarize things | discussed in the powerpoints: find new ideas of your own to showcase your analysis and critical thinking.
e Use Google or popular sources (Use the databases and scholarly sources instead)








