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Nathaniel Hawthorne Theme of Religion
Religion is a combination of a person’s external beliefs and activities that binds them to their faith. Religious activities or beliefs, therefore, try to interconnect them with the supernatural realm. These beliefs and activities vary from one person to the other hence there is no such specific research that can define religion fully. People preserve the various historical backgrounds and symbols of their religions and ultimately use them for worship or as icons of divinity on earth. Whether or not the stories of religion are true, they are known to be impactful to the people who practice them. Some religions are more symbolic than others; however, this does not make one religion supreme as compared to others (Hawthorne, 56). People believe in something and stand for it.
Nathaniel Hawthorne was a popular novelist with his roots in the USA. In his career, he wrote a lot of books especially short stories and novels. He began his career in 1928 and went forward to contribute greatly to the field of literature. He based most of his works on the theme of history and religion (Hawthorne, 39). In his short stories such as Young Goodman Brown, The Minister's Black Veil, and The Birthmark, Nathaniel is perceived to have had a huge connotation of religion. However, it should not be confused; religion is an external aspect of worship. On the other side, faith is an internal way of worship, and that is what differentiates the two.
Nathaniel wrote deeply describing various aspects in ambiguous ways so that the understanding of the text was entirely left at the discretion of the reader. In his tales, he successfully establishes characters that experience revelations and entirely bring up themes of religion. Sometimes he developed his plot entirely on the theme of religion, but sometimes it was just part of the stories. In his pursuit to explain religion, he defines what is good and bad, tells about faith in religion, elaborates hypocrisy in religion, and deeply shows the position of fear in religion.
Faith and Religion
The two remain great topics of discussion, as faith is viewed as internal persuasion on the existence and working of supernatural while religion is put forward as the combination of belief and activities towards the supernatural. While religion remains an external relationship between humanity and spirituality, faith remains to be an internal one. In the writings of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s, the scarlet letter, the author is seen as siding with faith as compared to religion. He continuously gives praise to faith as a good thing but quickly condemns religion and view it in a quite skeptic way. In his course to put faith above religion, Nathaniel brings out a character, Anne Hutchison, whom he praises greatly to an extend of awarding her the title “the sainted” in his literature.
In the course of blessing her with a character that was quite above the normal, he states that roses could even bloom from her footprints. Anne is a historical figure who was amongst the earliest people to settle in Massachusetts. During this time, the government through the ministers was focusing on directing citizens to hugely adhere to a specified religion. For Anne, she criticized this move by demanding that people ought to be more concerned with their faith rather than adherence to a set of beliefs and activities. However, this kind of thinking made her be viewed as against the teachings of Puritanism. She was not afraid of being viewed as an oppose of her own people's religion. 
Anne went ahead and suggested that people be reading scriptures without the assistance of preachers and interpret them on their own to grow their faith. The author, Nathaniel, continuously indicated how much he agreed with her sentiments in the scarlet letter. Nathaniel favorably indicated how much they take of Anne that people could commune with God through personal revelations that appeared right to him (Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, 69). Similarly, in the work Young Goodman Brown, the protagonist is seen to be constantly seeking a way back to his wife Faith, which is symbolically used to refer to his faith. Religion was therefore greatly disregarded by Nathaniel as compared to personal faith.
Religious Hypocrisy
Nathaniel further bears his negativity as far as religion is concerned about developing a character called Arthur Dimmesdale. The character is portrayed as the beloved of the people. Most people in the town considered him as pure and holy as a minister of the town. The latter being a religious man is shown a lot of respect and admiration from people who did not know him well (Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, 27). The inside story of this man diminishes the external institution of religion in a greater way. The novel comes out later to reveal that Arthur was an adulterous man who committed this act with another character named Hester Prynne in the novel.
While Hester is brought out to the limelight as an adulterous person, Arthur is not. Hester bears the shame of her sins while Arthur hides behind the curtains of hypocrisy and self-guilt with the fear that the people would not tolerate him if they knew. This kind of situation is dramatically compared to the situation in the churches by Nathaniel in whom he perceives it as outwardly holy but inwardly corrupt. Hawthorne states in Chapter 20, "No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself, and another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be true" (Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, 159). This connotation clearly continuously defines the stance of Nathaniel towards religion as an entity.
Fear and strictness in Religion
Nathaniel continuously shows his disregard for an external religious institution that develops the various paths to be followed by believers. He does so by describing a play by the town children. Bearing in mind that this was a fully religious town in which people were guided by Puritan religion than any other thing, it was expected that everyone followed the religious guidelines. The children feel oppressed while they do their plays due to the Puritan religion. The children are displayed to be restricted so much such that playing while going to church for them was fun. The children’s play is a compilation of scourging Quakers, taking scalps in a sham-fight with the Indians, or scaring one another with freaks of imitative witchcraft. It is vividly shown out how much the children were driven towards fearing and combating against what was not similar to them.
Similarly, in the story, The House of the Seven Gables Nathaniel continuously shows how the strictness of the Puritans and how they had so much fear against those who belonged to a different religion led them to persecute others (Hawthorne, 16). In a great way, the religious people disregarded self-righteousness and for that reason found themselves being intolerant to people from other religions. Fear is also derived by the development of Maule’s curse which affected a large number of people, causing others to die.
Sin and Forgiveness in Religion
In Nathaniel’s tale of Ethan Brand, the issue of sin in religion and forgiveness is well displayed. The idea of sin, especially the unpardonable one, develops the plot for this work of literature. Ethan Brand goes out to pursue the unforgivable sin as clearly stated by him in the book when he is asked about what the unpardonable sin is and answers that “It is a sin that grew within my breast. A sin that grew nowhere else! The sin of an intellect that triumphed over the sense of brotherhood with man and reverence for God, and sacrificed everything to its mighty claims” (Hawthorne, 28) Hawthorne, however, does not tell the reader whether or not, Brand was able to find this specific sin, however, Nathaniel tells us of how the main character did not believe in the fact that he could be pardoned, the main reason being; he perceived his sinful state rather than just doing the unpardonable sin.
On the other side, Hawthorne discusses the issue of sin as unavoidable in the novel The Marble Faun where he speaks of the fortunate fall. In his discussion in the tale, he manages to reveal that man inevitably sins. Nathaniel believes that every human being must sin, and that makes the idea of salvation meaningful (Hawthorne, Marble Faun, 32). For Nathaniel, sin is what brings the urge of God's salvation. The author's use of the fortunate fall that all must sin to attract salvation develops the sense for the entire narration and flavors it with a characteristic tone.
Similarly, in the writing, The Minister's Black Veil, where Hooper tells of how he saw black veils on those who attended his deathbeds, is symbolically used to refer to the religious meaning of secret sins. He states “I look around me, and, lo! On every visage a Black Veil!” (Hawthorne, Twice-Told Tales, 42) Sin in this context is viewed to be personal in which people commit some sins that remain unknown to the public but remains like a black veil in their soul.
Literature Review
In research conducted by Burton M. Wheeler on the various religious themes that are vivid in the works of literature, the concept of religion was seen as a very important tool to communicate. The great belief exists on the nature of man, the universe, sin, symbolism, and all that makes up the religious part of humanity as explained in the research that “exploration of man’s concerns.” Throughout time, these aspects have been addressed in scholarly novels, short stories, and poems (Wheeler, 55). Some supported the institution of religion while others showed their disapproval of the same.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, the researcher clearly understands that the referencing of these religious themes is based on excellence and theological awareness. These authors too have greatly influenced the theology of the people and their personal beliefs about God and all that interrelates man to God. The author strongly defines the hardship that is involved in the quest of an individual trying to define religious themes in any piece of literature (Wheeler, 52). To some authors the theme is barely affecting their subject topic but to others, religion is the determinant of characterization, plot, tone, or even the atmosphere of the literature.
Conclusion
It is clear how much Nathaniel Hawthorne regarded the discussion of religion as a theme in his writings. In some works, he develops characters such as Ethan Brandy whose main purpose in life is to pursue sin, while in other works he develops tone from religious themes and similarly creates the plot of several tales. The aspect of religion is inseparable from man and hence its inclusion in the works of such great authors is inevitable. The effect on the reader is immense as some will believe the philosophies developed in these tales while others will critic them. The theme of religion leaves a lot of questions unanswered, however, it is of great importance to building an understanding between one’s spirituality and humanity.
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