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Setting in Hemingway’s story “Hills like White Elephants”.
The main elements of fiction are; plot, setting, character, point of view and symbolism and these are used to decipher the main themes presented or the core subject matter. Hemingway's short story "Hills like white elephants" relies on setting in presenting the main theme which is a troubled relationship between Jig and her American lover. Jig and the American lover are sitting outside a table facing dry hills and look out at a dry vegetation, and it is in this setting that she uses the phrase "hills like white elephants" the first time (Hemingway 143).The American lover did not, however, take the phrase seriously and brushed it off since he did not see any resemblance between the elephants and the hills. The phrase "hills like white elephants" is used as an essential symbol at the setting which is a train's crossroad and this indicates that the relationship between Jig and the American man is troubled as depicted from the case of operation or abortion.
The story "Hills like white elephants" is set up in a train station at a crossroad specifically between Barcelona and Madrid. The station is in the middle of a desolate, and a deserted valley and the station is not the final destination but a stopping point between Madrid and Barcelona (Rankin 235). The main theme presented is a troubled relationship. Jig is arguably pregnant, and the American man is insisting on an operation which is an abortion, and this is a very core cause of conflict. The American man is arguably the father of the baby but insists that the girl should have an abortion, and this presents the theme of a troubled relationship or a relationship which is at the verge of breaking; a theme which is clearly vivid from the setting. In other words, the crossroads in the setting is a clear indication of the uncertainty of the love affair between the two characters.
The station is arguably in a desolate or an isolated place ad this hints that the couple in question is short of ideas and in a dilemma on what to do. The setting also asserts that they are in the middle of nowhere; a case which presents a physical isolation of the context and this also elevates the urgency of their decision; which is either to keep the baby or perform an abortion. In one instance, the narrator says "There was no shade. ... the station was between two long rails in the sun" (Hemingway 31).As hinted, the characters are in the station for forty minutes, and once the train arrives, they will only have two minutes to board it. The setting also takes us to the isolated atmosphere and the vivid description presented depicts a very core aspect of dilemma. The indecisiveness of Jig is very apparent, but from analyzing her reaction, it is apparent that she does not support the operation which the boyfriend seems to support. The American boyfriend arguably prefers the operation so that they can continue with the journey and explore the world. 
Hemingway argues that the train will be travelling "express from Barcelona" (Hemingway 142) and this is a very critical aspect of time in the setting which indicates that the situation at hand; the pregnancy is very urgency and important and hence, they should make their decision as first as possible. In this setting, Hemingway also presents the concept of two tracks whereby each track represents an individual and their wishes. The tracks also run parallel to each other do not cross, do not leave any room for compromisation and this also represents the dilemma in the relationship between Jig and the American (Rankin 236).As hinted, Jig holds the assertion that she has to keep the baby and is not also ready to withstand the pressure from the American to perform the operation. In one instance, the American says "It's really an awfully simple operation; it's not really an operation at all (Hemingway 144)"
The setting of the cross roads also hints that the travelers have not yet reached the destination and hence, they must decide where to go. This setting also implies that Jig and the American boyfriend are not at the end of their relationship and though it is troubled, they must make a decision, evade their dilemma and decide on their next step. The setting also presents a very key contrast, and this is between the white hills and the barren valley; a case which presents two aspects and these are life and death. The situation arguably presents the choice that the girl should make, and this is between having the baby or an abortion. As evident, the girl is torn between the two landscapes and comments on the beauty of the hills and also walks to the end of the platform and looks at the emptiness at the station.
The story was arguably set up in 1927, and this presents the concept of train very well. In more specific terms, during this time, train was a very core means of transport and the time justifies the setting which is at the crossroads. The two characters should arguably board the train and travel northwards to Spain, and in this case, we can easily link the time which is part of the setting with the theme. The time might seem to be ancient, but aspects of concern to ethics as well as morality were highly embraced (Hemingway 143). Jig seems to be a moral character, embraces the dictates of the society and this justifies the reason why she does not want to undergo the operation very abruptly. In other words, Jig seems to be glued to the cultural standards of the society which discourages abortion at all costs.
Generally, the setting of the story which is at a train's diversion which is isolated and this indicates the relationship between Jig and the American boyfriend. The theme of troubled love which is at the verge of collapsing and the dilemma which is to carry out an abortion or not is described clearly though this setting. The dilemma is also presented in the troubled atmosphere, and as evident, Jig has to carry an abortion so that they can travel to the north but is at a crossroad of the decision to make.
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