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THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT
African Americans have suffered a great deal in the hands of the native White Americans ever since the time of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Even after the abolishment of the slave trade by William Wilberforce in 1883, the blacks continued experiencing racial discrimination. They, therefore, initiated anti-racial discrimination movements that saw them gain their freedom as American citizens. One of the achievement s of the movements was the acquisition of electoral privileges and political representative. The Electoral Rights Act of 1965 allowed Negros to take part in the voting and selection process of political leadership in the USA. This Act is enforced in the Fifteenth Amendment of the Constitution and was established by President L. B. Johnson in an attempt to eradicate Civil Wars and overcome the barriers set to the Blacks from participating in the voting process both local and state levels. This essay therefore will explore the incidences that lead to the signing of the bill to allow African Americans the right to vote, and further address the importance and effects of the voting rights to the Black American community. 
During the 19th Century, the American electoral process changed drastically following various forces in play. Two groups fighting against themselves, one fighting for the addition of the Negros in the electoral progression while the other one against it. In the late 18th Century, most of the American states had abolished the voting restrictions based on religious backgrounds. The fight remained on racial factors, something that is still a problem even in modern-day America. According to Mintz (2004), six American states allowed free African Americans to take part in the voting, and similarly, only 70 percent of White American men could vote in the rest of the country. In the dawn of the 19th Century, new restrictions were imposed against Black Americans to vote in 1819, this was known as ‘the Universal White Manhood Suffrage.’ In 1830, more restrictions were imposed following the allowance of women in New Jersey to vote. In the year 1850, literacy tests and prolonged residency tests were added to the restrictions to prevent African Americans from voting in the states that allowed them to vote. It's unimaginable that only six out of millions of Black New Yorkers were eligible to vote. As the Century is approaching its dusk, more restrictions were imposed but they continued to fail. In 1890, more requirements like poll taxes, extended residence necessities, tiresome registration process, literacy tests, and minor criminal offenders prevented from participation. This era saw an enormous reduction of Black voters. For instance, only 9000 Mississippi residents and 1300 Louisiana residents were eligible to participate in the voting process (Davidson, 1992). On the contrary, the White American men were exempted from this electoral registration process. 
As White Americans were fighting to annihilate the African Americans from voting, their counterpart Black Americans and some White Americans were fighting to include them in the voting process. Various forces and people made it sure that the African Americans become eligible American voters. During the 19th C, as the rules were being set to prevent African Americans from voting, the same period saw the abolition of the voting restrictions. In the early 19th C, political decentralization facilitated the abolition of the property restriction and qualification laws, following the pressure from men without property, the eagerness of politicians and territories to attract settlers and increase/broaden political base (Mintz, 2004). In 1855, some states completely remove the restrictions, and all men black or white were allowed to vote. The Dorr War also contributed to the removal of the restrictions set to prevent Blacks from the elective process. Attorney Thomas W. Dorr organized a legal convention that framed the removal of the voting restrictions. His constitutional appeal extended the voting rights to all tax-paying native-born Americans. Furthermore, during the 'Reconstruction' Republicans favored the extension of voting rights to African Americans. The Republicans believed that African Americans needed to protect their rights through voting and this would allow the party to build a strong political base. Nevertheless, the Women's Suffrage of 1948 also played a significant role in the abolishment of voting restrictions against African Americans. Two Women's group movement led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan Anthony, and Lucy Stone fought for the constitutional amendment to allow women to participate in the electoral process. Slowly through emergence with other movements, the Women’s Suffrages movement succeeded in getting their voting rights. The agenda of the women’s movement was not only to gain voting rights but also to acquire job training, equal wages, equal rights to education, and access to child care for African American women (Flexner et al, 1996). 
The 20th Century saw a breakthrough not only for the African Americans' right to vote but also for the women. Martin Luther King Jr. is one of the major pioneers in the push for the Voting rights act. In 1965, Martin Luther launched a massive voter registration for the black American society, following 'The Civil Rights Act of 1957.’ He facilitated both minor and major demonstrations that sought to fight against racial discrimination of African Americans. in March 1965, he led demonstrations for Black-voting rights, segregated schools, and poverty. The Supreme court aided the fight by ruling out the illegality of literacy tests, lengthy residency rules, and property ownership rules. Besides, the Supreme court also ruled that a Congress in the US had the authority to reduce the voting age, and in 1970, the Electoral Rights Act was extended by reducing the voting age from 21years to 18 years. With the help of the 26th Amendment, both Sates and Federal Governments were barred from restricting and denying any American-born citizen from voting. The death of Emmitt Till in August 1955 fueled the civil rights movement that foresaw the change in the justice system for African Americans (Koln, 2016). the murder of Emmitt Till catalyzed the racial movements and demonstrations of the 'black voters murdered.' Just after casting his vote, Lamar Smith was murdered on a broad day in front of witnesses and no one was arrested for his killing. Both Emmitt and Smith provided the platform for active voter registration of the black community. According to the book by Davidson (1992), the killing of innocent Black lives resulted in the franchisee of the African American rights to voting. Nannie Helen Burroughs, a member of the NSCW fought for equal voting rights believing that it was the crucial tool in empowering extending the life of the African American Woman. She highly spoke against leaching and white mob violence against black lives, following the murder of Emmitt Till (Flexner et al, 1996). For over two decades, the voting rights of the African Americans had moved way up the democratic ladder in the united states. Finally, another big political figure in the history of the United State, President LB Johnson with the help of the judicial system composed the toughest voting bill that provided direct federal action. The Voting Rights Act which was an upgrade of the Civil Rights Act enabled African Americans to register and vote with disregard to race, color, religion, or ethnicity. Together with Martin Luther, President Johnson contracted the bill into a rule banning the use of literacy tests and poll taxes. 
After the approval and signing of the Electoral rights act in 1965, the figure of African American voters turn up increased. The black-faced a new threat to the political status quo. With no enough law enforcement officers, the voting law was weak and, in most areas, ignored. But they had the power to challenge the voting restrictions through legal means. With time, the number of African American voters increased significantly. For instance, in Mississippi, the Black Voter population increase from 6% to 59% in 4 years after the passage of the law. The law has undergone several amendments and today, even non-English speaking Americans enjoy the right to vote, provided they are American-born and tax-paying citizens. Besides, as more blacks became engaged in the voting process, the more they became vibrant and politically active such that they vied for political positions and representations in the councils. In 1971, the house of representatives had 13 African Americans and one Black member in the senate, compared to six during the signing of the actin 1965. the more the political representation, the more jobs, and contracts were availed for the African American Black community, and hence, an enhancement of greater social equality between the Whites and the Blacks. Furthermore, it led to a decrease in the education and wealth gap for all the American communities. The streets within the black residence started seeing right through road repairment and other forms of urban development. The transition from courthouse representation to the statehouse, all had black American representations. In the early 21st Century, the African American occupied more than 25% of the supervisory positions, which further boosted employment with 1600 contracts offered to 600 minority black businesses.  The Voting Rights Act worked well in that it saw America under the rule of President Barrack Obama, the First and currently the only black American president. 
Finally, with all the changes and transitions in voting rights witnessed in the US, one can clearly distinguish the past voting experiences from the current ones. President Johnsons' legislation of the voting act made a landmark in the protection of the rights of Americans to participate in the electoral process (Jackson, 2017). Before the voting act was enacted, both African Americans (both men and women) and the White American women were denied voting privileges. The Whiteman’s supremacy placed restrictions that denied the African Americans voting privileges. Some of these restrictions included the use of poll taxes, prolonged electoral registration processes, the use of literacy tests, and residence requirements. Today, after the successful implementation of the 15th Amendment, all American citizens aged 18 years and above have the right to vote regardless of race, sex, religion, disability, or sexual orientation, as provided by the constitution of the USA.

The government of the USA provides the most democratic constitution in the world. Both citizens and non-citizens are protected by the constitution. But the journey to democracy has not been easy. The African Americans and the Hispanics or the so-called people of color have had to fight with racial, sexual, and religious discriminations for quite a very long time. For several centuries, African Americans have been discriminated against and denied their basic constitutional rights by the Whiteman dominance in America. Thankful to the people like Martin Luther King Jr. and President LB Johnson among other fighters of the Black lives’ freedom, the Voting Rights Act was enacted in the constitution that gave African Americans and American women the right to vote and vie for political positions and representations. With the removal of voting restrictions as permitted by the constitution, African American voters increased significantly and their political representation followed suit. Today, America is a free country within which all born citizens enjoy constitutional rights and freedom. As stated by the White House, no American citizen, whether colored or disabled and 18 years of age shall be denied voting rights. 
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The book Century of Struggle by Flexner and Fitzpatrick is about the Feminism movements of the 1940s in the united states. The book points out the struggles the women, both white and black went through to liberate the American woman from male dominancy. Besides, it explains how women managed to fight their way up the political ladder to gain voting rights and political viewpoints and representations. My article addresses the fight for voting rights by African Americans, this bibliographic material by Flexner and Fitzpatrick is important in my research because the feminism movements fought for voting rights for black American women. 

Mintz, S. (2004). Winning the vote: a history of voting rights. History Now, 1.
This article by Mintz highlights the major historical events that took place in the United States that led to African Americans receiving voting rights. The article points out the forces that were against African Americans to take part in the voting process and the main movements and forces that pushed for constitutional amendments that allowed African Americans voting rights. Mintz in the articles this article is important in my research paper since it highlights all the major historical events that necessitated the Electoral Rights Act under the 15th Amendment of the constitution. 

James Walsh, (2017) Voting Rights Act of 1965. Retrieved from the Digital Public Library of America, http://dp.la/primary-source-sets/voting-rights-act-of-1965
This article by James Walsh on the voting rights act highlights, in brief, the main events of the 18th and 19th Centuries including an in-depth description of the restrictions that were put to disfranchise African Americans from voting and the civil rights movements that resulted in the formulation of the electoral rights act. The whole document is useful in my study paper. 
