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The Year 1968 Has Been Called the Most Turbulent Year of the 1960s. Explain Why Some People Believe This.











    
     
Introduction
     The years between 1960 and 1970 experienced quite some momentous events but the year 1968 was a year of turmoil as the year was characterized by conflicts, disorders, and confusions. As history unfolds the events of 1968, a glimpse of violent activities is provided and this makes people believe that indeed 1968 is the most turbulent year of the 1960s. Of course, this belief by some people is backed up with evidence from history and according to the book “Give Me Liberty!” the events of this year deviated from peace and saw the dissolving of the societies’ foundations.
There are many reasons why people believe that 1968 was the most turbulent year of the 1960s. For instance, this year was a turmoil year in America as conflicting events succeeded each other. First, Tet Offensive in which Viet Chong troops and troops from North Vietnam launched strategized uprisings in January that yielded heavy losses for the Vietnamese troops as well as the American troops. According to the textbook, the intensity of the war in Vietnam brought opposition in America as people lost faith in President Johnson. In the same year in April, Martin Luther King Jr. who was initiating strikes that intended to persuade the government to increase anti-poverty efforts was assassinated by a white assassin. This assassination mapped the numerous violent protests in Washington and soldiers had to occupy the capital until order was restored. The same April was characterized by students’ protests. The first protest involved Columbia University’s students where many students and bystanders were left injured. The second protest in April comprised of antiwar activists who marched in Chicago as they nominated Vice President Hubert Humphrey as delegates’ presidential candidate. The police responded to this protest by assaulting the protestors with nightsticks and this left hundreds of the protestors physically injured.
The other reason why some people believe 1968 to be the most turbulent year of the 1960s is the global upheavals of the year. According to the videos watched, many radicals from other countries imitated America’s social movements to challenge existing power structures in their countries. These countries included Italy, England, Germany, Japan, France, and Mexico. For instance, 500 deaths were recorded in Mexico when soldiers fired on students who were demonstrating for greater democracy a night before the Olympic Games in Mexico City. The massive antiwar demonstrations in the above countries only left the countries nursing injuries, with many deaths, and facing economic retrogression as many centers and schools were closed.
Conclusion
It is with no doubt that I also view 1968 as the most turbulent year of the 1960s. To mention a few more upheavals, 1968 also contained in it the first and the second wave of American feminism. Women in America and the whole world took it to the streets to demonstrate against unequal citizenship. All the above turbulent activities discussed in this paper show 1968 as a year that became the most violent year compared to the other years of the 1960s.















