HPHA 5309
Research Methods and Statistics
Assignment #3


Directions: 

This assignment is a series of short answer, multiple choice, and fill-in-the-blank questions based on the article, “The Effects of Hospital-Level Factors on Patients' Ratings of Physician Communication” (Al-Amin & Makaremet, 2016).  It is worth 150 points.    

You may use the uploaded article and all course materials to assist you.  This is an open book/open note assignment.  However, YOU MUST WORK INDIVIDUALLY.  You may not receive assistance from anyone through any physical or electronic means.  Name your assignment answers file LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_ASGMT3 and upload by the due date and time.


1.  Provide the full citation for the article in APA format (2 points)




[bookmark: _Hlk20972271]2.  What primary gap in the existing scientific literature is this study trying to fill (5 points)?









[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Write the research question that captures the intent of the paper in your own words (5 points).








4. Choose the study classifications for this study and write a brief justification for your choice (30 points).

Study Classification (Highlight one of each choice)			Justification

a) Quantitative	or	Qualitative



b) Experimental	or	Quasi-experimental



c) Primary	or 	Secondary



d) Longitudinal	or	Cross-sectional




5. Identify the study population and the sample for the article.  Identify the unit of analysis, data sources and provide rationale for whether there is potential selection bias.  (25 points). 

Study Population:


Sample:  


Unit of Analysis:


Data Sources: 


Potential Selection Bias:  






6. Fill in the blanks in the variable table based on variables in the article (45 points):

	Concept/ Construct
	Measure/
Variable
	Independent Variable or Dependent Variable?
	Type of Variable (categorical/ continuous)
	How is the Variable Defined and Measured? (provide operational definition and values or range of values the variable may take on)

	




	Physician Ownership
	
	
	

	




	Teaching Hospital
	
	
	

	




	Number of Beds
	
	
	

	Patient Physician Communication


	
	
	
	

	Physician Staffing Level



	
	
	
	









7.  What statistical techniques were used for the results presented in Table 2?  Summarize the findings from this statistical analysis (20 points).

Statistical Technique:



Findings based on statistical technique:

	Overall model:



	Individual factors:






8.  Interpret the coefficient (-1.5118) for the variable Physician Ownership in Table 2 (9 points).





9.  Provide an example of how the authors relate their results back to the literature review in the discussion (9 points).





