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Similarities and Differences in Architecture

Part 1 of 2: Comparison chart

	Greek Temple
	Roman Temple
	Early Christian Church
	Byzantine Church

	Choose one example from each group:

	Sanctuary of Apollo, Delphi 
(c. 530-525 bce)
	Reconstruction of an Etruscan Temple (based on archaeological evidence and description by Vitruvius)
	Church of Santa Sabina, Rome. c. 422-432 ce
	Hagia Sophia, Istanbul. 
c. 523-437 ce

	Temple of Aphaia, Aegina (c. 500 bce)
	Temple, perhaps dedicated to Portunus, Rome. (c. late 2nd century bce)
	Church of Santa Costanza, Rome. 
c. 350 ce
	Church of San Vitale, Ravenna. Consecrated, 547 ce.

	Parthenon, Athens (c. 447-432 bce)
	Pantheon, Rome. c. 118-128 ce.
	Old Saint Peters, Rome (Reconstruction). C. 320-327 ce.
	Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem. c. 691-692 ce

	Visual similarities

	Sanctuary of Apollo, Delphi 
(c. 530-525 bce)
	 Pantheon, Rome. c. 118-128 ce.
	Church of Santa Sabina, Rome. c. 422-432 ce
	 

	· It was rectangular in design 

	· Pantheon is circular in shape because it was built of a circular dome or rotunda 
	·  It is rectangular in design with a domed apse

	·   It is rectangular in design with a domed apse


	· It had some Doric-columns that seem to stand directly on the pavement of the temple and without a base

	· There are 8-corinthian columns supporting the portico and others surrounding the entire building along the sides

	· Santa Sabina was fitted with Corinthian columns supporting the entire building along the walls. The columns were fitted inside the building rather than on the pavement
· 

	· Similarly, Corinthian columns were fitted inside the building particularly to support the dome structure




	Visual differences

	
	

	 
	 

	· It is not clear whether the design of the original temple included a light source.
	· The design of the original temple includes a light source (oculus) at the top of the dome. 
	·  The walls are broken by clerestory windows that provide direct lighting to the nave.
	·  Similarly, the walls are broken by clerestory windows to provide direct lighting to the interior of the church

	· The altar was built outdoors
	· The altar was built outdoors
	·  Its altar was built within the apse
	·  The altar was built within the apse

	·  It was built of Doric-columns 
	· Corinthian-columns that appear to be shorter and wide in diameter.  
	· The walls are not supported by the traditional classical orders articulated by columns and entablatures. 
	·  The dome is supported by interior columns 

	 
	
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 



Part 2 of 2: Essay: Historical and Social Context

In a paragraph of at least 8-10 sentences, highlight key similarities and differences between the four structures, and any social, historical, religious, and/or political factors that may have contributed to these similarities and differences. Explain the use and function of each structure, and provide any additional details that help us understand its full meaning.

[Your answer should be written in paragraph form here.]
Greek temple and in this case, Sanctuary of Apollo, Delphi greatly influenced the blossoming of the Greeks culture because it promoted a social lifestyle while honoring their gods. By keenly examining the reconstruction drawing of the temple, one can easily see the various sections, for example, the theater where people were being entertained within the temple. This is a clear indication that the temple was not only used as a praying or worship ground, but also as a entertaining ground where people met perhaps to share their values hence promoting Greek’s social and religion lifestyles. 
While Greek and Roman temples were designed with outdoor altars, early Christian churches and the Byzantine Churches were designed with indoor altars. Altars in Greek and Roman Temples served as places where sacrifices were offered to gods, which also means that the Temple architectures were largely focused on the exterior. As demonstrated by the Church of Santa Sabina, the architecture of Christian churches emphasized on the interior.  The altar was fitted within the apse. It is also important to note here that the building of the Christian churches and the Byzantine convey the Basilica form of architecture. In marked contrast, the nave wall of Santa Sabina has little sense of weight. The architect was particularly aware of the light effects in an interior space. The glass tiles of the mosaics were fitted to create a shimmering effect. Light would have been understood as a symbol of divinity. Light was a symbol for Christ (Gage, 1999). Therefore, the emphasis in both the Christian and Byzantine architecture was on the spiritual effect and not the physical. 
The distinctive features of the four structures are the domed structures and columns. Both the Greek and the Roman temples were supported with some columns on the portico and long the sides of the walls. The columns were used to support the structure and sometimes were used as decorations. Greek and Roman temples had a porch or a portico leading to the entrance of the interior.  Christian churches and the Byzantine has an apse at the end of the building. The apse was significant because it was where the person in authority sat when leading the crowd or when offering a sacrifice on the altar.  
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