Name:______________________________
Homework #2
Introduction to Linguistics / Spring 2021
Due Wednesday, Feb 17

On the Blackboard Assignments tab, submit PAGE 3 only.
Parts I and II (pages 1 & 2) should be done before class so that you can discuss/ask questions about them. If you do have questions, it would be a very good idea to ask them on the Blackboard Discussion forum, and of course feel free to answer or respond to each other’s questions!

TIP: Define the terms provided before attempting to answer the study guide questions!! We will not ask you to define in class, but it will be useful to familiarize yourself with how each is used to be able to answer the exercises.

Part I: Human Capacity for Language (Ch2, pp. 31 to the very top of p. 46)

· Define the following within the context of language acquisition and linguistic knowledge; include one example that demonstrates each concept:

Universal Grammar
psycholinguistics
neurolinguistics
poverty of the stimulus
overgeneralization
analogy
overextension
underextension
Critical period

· Watch this clip showing the Wug experiment in action

· What does the wug test tell us about how children acquire language? How do results discredit popular misconceptions about children learning language through imitation and instruction (provide an example from the video to make your point)? 

· What are the main arguments against acquiring language via analogy? (p. 36)

· Linguists claim that the mistakes kids make when they first learn language actually reveal their linguistic expertise, rather than any deficiencies. (pp. 33-36)
· Provide a couple of examples, from your own observation, or ones from the text, that characterize the kinds of ‘errors’ that kids make when developing language
· How do these ‘errors’ reveal a child’s linguistic expertise? 

· How do the facts about first language acquisition provide evidence for the existence of a universal grammar?
Pt II: Morphology: Words and their Parts (Ch5)

· Define the following in the context of words and word structure; include one example that demonstrates each concept:

lexicon  [142]
signs
    iconic vs non-iconic signs [142]
morphemes [143]
syntactic category [143]
etymology [144]
monomorphemic [144]
polymorphemic [144]
content/open-class words [146]
function/closed-class words [146]
bound morphemes [149]
free morphemes [149]
affixes [149]
prefixes [149]
suffixes [149]
infixes [149]
circumfixes [151]
root [151]
bound root [152]
productive rules [152]
derivational affixes [152]

· What is the difference between a word and a morpheme?

· What evidence from (1) child language acquisition and (2) aphasia leads linguists to make a distinction between content and function words? (p. 148)

· English has a word formation process called expletive infixation where an expletive (e.g. freakin’) can be inserted within a word to express emphasis (Massa-freakin-chusettes). (p. 149-150)
· How exactly does this word formation rule reveal our unconscious knowledge of language structure, specifically regarding the stress pattern of words?










Pt III: Morphology Exercise: Words and their Parts


(This is the part to be submitted in the “Weekly Assignment” portal in Blackboard!)

For each word below, segment into all the morphemes that are in the word. Identify the root morpheme and each affix.  Decide whether each affix is a prefix or a suffix.

Ex. Unstoppable
	un – stop – able
	Root: stop
	Affixes: un- (prefix)
		       -able (suffix)
1. disobey						6. reconditioned

2. unemployment					7. environmentally

3. confrontational				8. senseless

4. isolationists					9. unspeakably

5. deactivation					10. happiness


