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The Role of Thinking in Hamlet
Introduction

The Hamlet play is a retribution play where the character tries to seek vengeance on the person who has wronged him. In this play we see Hamlet delaying his vengeance plots for one reason or another and it seems he cannot bring himself to avenge his deceased father by killing his uncle. Hamlet represents a troubled and doubtful individual who through his constant thinking he changes his plans for revenge. In every chance, he gets to fulfill his plans he gets a reason not to complete his plans. Additionally, Hamlet represents an individual who is unable to make up your mind who thinks a lot hence tends to act too little. The literature will examine the role of thinking in Hamlet play by examining how excessive thinking costs Hamlet and what he achieves from dwelling in thoughts.
Throughout the play, Hamlet is portrayed as an indecisive individual as well as confused. However, Hamlet is able to make a decision to follow the ghost after being advised otherwise to seek revenge for his father. After this encounter with the Ghost Hamlets begins to devise ways to seek revenge for his father’s death. However, since he is a contemplative individual he postpones his plans. Hamlet extreme thinking leads him to a state of melancholy and madness. This excessive thinking costs Hamlet’s friends who are employed to spy on him due to his insanity. Furthermore, it costs him his love who dies of grief after the death of her father. On one fortunate event, revenge plans are set in motion but they are not accomplished. After Claudius leaves the play, it is a sign that he was guilty of the late king’s death. Hamlet follows Claudius in attempts to end his life, but when he sees the king praying he let’s go of his plan. According to Hamlet, killing Claudius as he prays would not be a perfect revenge since the king would go to heaven. This indicates Hamlet’s thinking stops him from acting as he starts to contemplate other things.
Instead of killing his uncle directly, Hamlet seizes an opportunity through the players that pass through his city. During the scene, Hamlet recognizes he does not have the courage to avenge his father and call himself a villain but in a real sense, he is describing his uncle. We also see that Hamlet confronts his mother instead of directly confronting and killing Claudius, as a result, he kills Polonius thinking he has targeted the king. The result of this action is the death of Ophelia who he claimed he loved, this is seen when he jumps into her grave and states “Forty thousand brothers Could not with all their quantity of love Makeup sum” (Shakespeare & Miola 259). Hamlets endeavors to avenge his father’s murder results in the death of many people especially the royal family and allies. Hamlets died later on after achieving his postponed act of vengeance.
 Hamlet’s thinking is also helpful to him as it helps him to avoid committing suicide. “To live or not to live” (Shakespeare & Miola 83) indicates that Hamlet thought about life and death. He also says that people want to commit suicide but fears the afterlife. Through his contemplating, Hamlet chooses to live in fear of the unknown in the afterlife. By dwelling on his thoughts Hamlet is able to seek to gather information on his father’s death and later accepts his uncle is responsible for the king’s death. The encounter with Fortinbras influences a change in Hamlets into bloody thoughts enable him in avenging his father. Hamlet declares that “from this time forth, may my thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth” (Shakespeare & Miola 236). After the death of the majority of the royal family, Hamlet death is recognized as an act of heroism. Fortinbras orders Hamlets body to be carried in a manner appropriate for a fallen soldier after Horatio explains the events that lead to that scenario. Hamlet’s constant ensured his endeavors do not go unknown that is why he requests Horatio to spread his story. Additionally, Hamlet constant thinking makes him worry of his friends even though he did not know they were hired by Claudius in a plot to execute him.

Conclusion

Having examined the role of thinking in Hamlet play by examining how excessive thinking costs Hamlet and what he achieves from dwelling in thoughts, Hamlet was a individual who could not make up his mind about killing his unclee. Every chance he had Hamlet often gave an excuse for not avenging his father. However, after and encounter with a captain, Fortinbras, Hamlet finally changes his thought and kills his uncle. Having examined the role of thinking in Hamlet play by examining how excessive thinking costs Hamlet and what he achieves from dwelling in thoughts, it is evident how people can change their decision by extreme contemplation.
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