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Gertrude weds Claudius a few days after her husband’s death.
The people of Denmark were left in awe after the news that the former wife of King Hamlet, Queen Gertrude, is set to marry Claudius, the man who killed her husband and forcefully seized power. This follows the death of King Hamlet, who Claudius murdered on March 15. Gertrude, the former queen, has shocked many as she is set to marry the new king on April 15, who has illegitimately risen to the throne of kingship. The coronation ceremony is set to take place on April 30. Normally, King Hamlet's son and the prince of Denmark should have taken the throne after his father's death. However, Claudius is not only greedy for power but also morally pervasive. He quickly takes over the throne of kingship, although he knows he is not the rightful heir of the throne. To make the matter worse, he marries the dead king's wife, Gertrude, in a rare act of sexual perversion. But what has shocked the residents of Denmark is the acceptance of Gertrude to be married by Claudius. She doesn’t care about her character and reputation; all she wants is her title as a queen (Davies, 2008). She wants to continue being the queen of Denmark even when her husband has dies.  She is a shallow, weak woman who seeks affection and status as queen at the expense of morality and truth. Isn’t it shocking how she quickly marries Claudius for her to continue being the queen? This is absolutely strange and shocking. 
The Ghost repeatedly accuses Claudius of adultery with Gertrude. Christianity is a prominent theme in "Hamlet"; hence, adultery between Claudius and Gertrude is significant. The Christian Bible forbids adultery in the Ten Commandments. Lusting for a woman even without physical coitus amounts to adultery. Claudius has broken the Christian commandment that forbids adultery. However, Gertrude has not committed adultery as the Ghost did not accuse her. The Ghost has also appeared to Hamlet, telling him that it was Claudius who murdered his father.  
Gertrude, Hamlet's mother, the wife of the dead King Hamlet, did not look like a bereaved person. She did not look guilty at all neither did she look grieved by the death of her husband.  She is set to marry Claudius after her husband’s burial. 
Conspicuously, Hamlet was missing in the funeral. Hamlet was not in Elsinore when his father died. He was at school in Wittenberg. Hamlet did not arrive on time, although people waited for him to deliver his speech during the funeral. Had Hamlet arrived on time, he would have delayed his father’s burial as he would have demanded to know the cause of his father’s death. He could have called doctors to carry out an autopsy of the corpse to establish the cause of death. This autopsy would have brought to light the real cause of King Hamlet's death and throw the story of the serpent away. 
Baked meats are what is served at the funeral (Cantor, 2004). The leftovers are served again during the wedding of Gertrude and Claudius. They are extremely cold. This shows how close these two events are.  "The funeral baked meats Did coldly furnish forth the marriage tables," Hamlet said. It was an act of thrift, as Horatio rightfully puts it. 
During the wedding, Gertrude, the queen, was dressed in fine dress (Cantor, 2004). Other people were also wearing fine dresses for a wedding. Conspicuously, Hamlet is the only person dressed in black. He is still mourning his father. Hamlet is not happy about the union between his mother and Claudius (Graf, 2013). His failure to wear wedding attire tells that he is opposed to what Claudius is doing. He continues to wear dark clothes. I think Gertrude wore the best dress.
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