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The Code of Hammurabi is among the most significant writings of ancient Mesopotamia.  The Code contains laws that touched every sensitive element of human life.  The Code contained punishments for every law broken.  One of the most striking features about the ancient laws of Mesopotamia is that the Code strongly advocated for the tabling of evidence as proof of an infringement of a law/laws.[footnoteRef:1] Their justice system was heavily inclined towards the provision of evidence to prove that the accused is guilty and hence deserves a penalty. The third Code of laws states that “If anyone brings an accusation of any crime before elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, it be a capital offense charged, be put to death."[footnoteRef:2] [1: Leonard King. W. "The Code of Hammurabi: Translated by LW King. New Haven: Yale Law School Lillian Goldman Law Library. The Avalon Project. Documents in Law, History, and Diplomacy." (2005).]  [2: Ibid. ] 

The above clause reveals that the justice system had a concrete belief in the reliance on solid evidence before giving a verdict. If the accuser manages to table sufficient evidence that satisfies the elders, he/she receives the fine as dictated by the action or crime. It is crystal clear that the system aimed at discouraging people from committing a crime in society. Just like the modern constitutions, the laws also strived towards compensating people for their losses. Some of the compensations included grains and money. Death was the heaviest penalty to be imposed. The Code had many law infringements that attracted death. Some of them include stealing the property of a temple, receiving stolen property, and stealing another person's minor.  On the same, the system seemed to favor the rich in some ways. The eighth Code talks about the stealing of domestic animals; for instance, a goat, a pig, or cattle.[footnoteRef:3] If the stolen animal belongs to the court or a god, the thief had to pay thirtyfold. If the animal belonged to the king's freedman, the thief had to pay tenfold. The worrying part of it is that if the thief had nothing to offer as payment, he had to pay with his life (put to death). The clause reveals that the rich could extricate themselves from such situations while the poor could easily lose their lives due to lack of the necessary property to offer as compensation. [3: Ibid.  ] 

Close scrutiny of the laws revealed discrepancies when it came to administering justice.  The Code clearly reveals how the laws favored the noble people in the society. The ancient society of Mesopotamia had three distinct social classes. They comprised of free persons, dependents, and slaves. People who held higher ranks in the society received rare protection from the Code. Code number 202 cements this notion by stating that if a person strikes the body of a person holding a higher rank in the society, such a person shall be punished by receiving sixty blows before people. The move aimed at warning others from committing such a crime again.  It is also notable that people who belonged in the same class received the same treatment before the Code. Clause 200 states that "If a man knocks out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.”[footnoteRef:4] Things seem different if the people are from different social strata. Clause number 205 showcases how the slaves were greatly disadvantaged by the Code. The clause states that the ear of a slave could be chopped off if the slave struck the body of a freedman. [4: Ibid. ] 

Another aspect that can be learned from the Code is about the women's fraternity. As spelled out by the Code, men had direct control over women in many spheres of life. One such area is about the desire of a woman to leave her matrimonial home. If she plunges into debt, neglects her husband, she is convicted on the judicial platform; she may only go only if her husband offers her release. If the husband is unwilling to release her, the woman ends up serving as a servant in the house of the husband. Clause 129 also reveals how men were defining elements in the lives of women. The clause states that if a woman commit adultery, both the woman and the man in question shall be bundled up and thrown in water.[footnoteRef:5] In such a situation, it is only the husband who can pardon his wife while the king could pardon his slaves. [5: Pyrcz, Andrew A. "Set in stone: The ancient Babylonian law code of King Hammurabi." agora 54, no. 1 (2019): 11.] 

The Code also touches on marriage in ancient Mesopotamia. One of the ingredients that define marriage is the involvement of the couple in making love. Clause 128 makes it clear that a woman can only be a man's wife if they have intercourse.  A woman cannot be defined as a certain man's wife if the woman in question has never slept with the man. Also, the Code elaborates on features about divorce. Whenever a man wished to separate from his wife, there existed certain conditions that accompanied such social settings. Just like in many modern societies, separating from a woman who had borne the husband's children required compensation for the children. The husband had to give the amount of the woman's purchase and the dowry that the woman brought from her father's house. When such requirements are met, the woman is free to go her way. If the marriage did not involve any purchase, the husband had to give the woman a gift of one mina of gold. It is also visible that men were called upon to support their families as breadwinners.  In some circumstances, a woman could leave her home that lacked sustenance during the absence of the man. Such a woman had a right to marry another man.[footnoteRef:6] She was not allowed to get back to her former husband. The above statements reveal that men were supposed to support their families in ancient days. Whenever men engaged in distant activities, they had to make sure that their families could live a sustainable life. [6: Ibid. ] 















Bibliography
King, Leonard. W. "The Code of Hammurabi: Translated by LW King. New Haven: Yale Law School Lillian Goldman Law Library. The Avalon Project. Documents in Law, History, and Diplomacy." (2005).
Pyrcz, Andrew A. "Set in stone: The ancient Babylonian law code of King Hammurabi." agora 54, no. 1 (2019): 11. 


















