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Harold and Maude
Observation: At the beginning of the film, the camera is focused on Maude, who starts singing and dancing in a room. There is assign where Harold is seen falling with a chair in a living room. The camera rests on the whole falling seen, but Harold is not injured from the incident. The film is about a young boy who meets an 80-year old eccentric woman and has a romantic relationship, which was considered a taboo during the 20th Century (Davidson, 2016). Although the relationship was forbidden, they explored the meaning of life in a different and fresh perspective. Harold is seen pranking Maude about his death on several attempts, but she is used to his prank. In one scene, Harold is seen to hang himself, and in other, blood is seen to be coming from his neck with his eyes open. The camera gives a larger focus on gentlemen in black suits, carrying a coffin to a car. In the same scene, some people are carrying American flags indicated the 4th of July celebration, which has been a country's tradition. Ruth Gordon, as Maude and Bud Cort as Harold, are having refreshments. John A. Alonso was the film's cinematographer, and he focused on lighting techniques and video development in HD mode. 

Fact: https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/ultimate-guide-to-camera-shots/ Medium shot: this shot is a common camera shot since it reveals a subject or person in more detail. This shot is similar to a cowboy shot, but the framing position of medium shot differs from waist up and through the subject's torso. Medium camera shot emphasizes on a subject while showing their surroundings. The variations of medium camera shots contain two shots, which have two figures and three shots, three figures that are the minimum (("50+ Types of Camera Shots & Angles", 2020)). This shot also consists of over the shoulder shot where a camera is positioned behind one figure and reveals the other person. 
Idea: when Maude is seen dancing, her hands are visible but not her legs; thus, the camera focuses on her from her waits upwards. The surrounding that is visible when Harold fell, objects such as television, lampshade, a chair, and windows are seen. Over the shoulder shot is taken over Maude's shoulder, which reveals Harold when they are having a conversation. Medium shot is important in telling the story and ensuring a subject's emotions and actions are covered by the camera for the audience to understand the figures' emotional impact in a particular scene (("50+ Types of Camera Shots & Angles", 2020)). For instance, when Maude and Harold had refreshments, the camera captured Maude's emotions. Medium camera shots are mostly used in a dialogue scene. Since the background was established earlier in the film, and the audience is aware of it, the cameras tend to focus on characters and dialogues' interactions. In the film, when Maude and Harold are in the park, the camera rests when they have a dialogue while she touches her head. 

Thesis Statement: Medium shots in the film of Harold and Maude (1971) are used throughout the movie to show a subject in detail and to display emotions of the characters because it brings the audience to one level of understanding but the figures interactions. The characters' interactions and emotions influence the impact the film will have on people's lives since they pass a message to the audience.  
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