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Characteristics of Hazards

Hurricanes are a common natural hazard in the United States. Over years, hurricanes have been a threat to citizens, the State and Federal government. Homes have been wiped out, cities flattened and lives lost owing to the state of the hazard. In this regard, there are various predetermined characteristics that, at least, foretell the hazards as they tend to occur, and that are very vital for every citizen to be aware of. 
The speed of onset regards the arrival of the peak of the hazard. If a hurricane reaches its peak first or very quickly, it is very hard to evacuate the affected populations in the vulnerable areas, thus making the consequences dire. The availability of warnings or perpetual cues, just like the speed of onset assist the authorities in informing the public of impeding disasters, and thus take the requisite mitigation steps to reduce losses or deaths. As for hurricanes, swelling of oceans, changes in the frequency of waves and driving rain are visible about thirty six hours prior to the hurricane, and can therefore be very pertinent (Pine, 2008). 
The intensity of hurricane is another characteristic measured using the Saffir-Simpson scale. On a rating of one to five with one being the weakest, this measurement can assist the responsible authorities in determining the precautionary measures to take. The scope of a hurricane can only be measured in square miles and is even clearly visible from space. 
Based upon previous disasters, the duration of a hurricane can be estimated for purposes of coming up with necessary measures that would be applicable in reducing the consequences and community vulnerability. A hurricane can last a few hours or even days. Hurricane John, the longest hurricane ever recorded, lasted 31 days. 

Lastly, the probability of the occurrence of a hurricane varies with geographical location. The awareness of this probability would aid the response teams in preparing for the disaster and the community in trying to mitigate the probable consequence of the impending disaster (Pine, 2008). 
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