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Healthcare Funding In Saudi Arabia
The healthcare system in Saudi Arabia is in such a way that most of the financing comes from the government through the ministry of health. These funds' sources are mainly from the government's annual budget, whose revenues are 90 percent sourced from oil exploration. Therefore the 60 percent of healthcare facilities financed and controlled by the public sector through the ministry of health depend on the government's allocation of its revenue to the health sector (Al-Hanawi et al., 2018). However, the private sector has also played a role in the provision of healthcare services. The healthcare institutions funded by the private sector source their finances from individuals capable of paying Out-of-Pocket expenses and companies that invest in healthcare.
Generally, healthcare services in Saudi Arabia are mainly organized in a single-payer healthcare system, where the government provides the services to all its citizens. Although the multi-payer system's adoption has started to be rampant, most privately offered healthcare services have not expanded to the rural areas (Rahman & Al-Borie, 2020). However, the Saudi government needs to address healthcare from a multi-payer system's perspective because the current system allows multiple challenges in almost all public hospitals. Such challenges include a lack of enough medical professionals in the hospitals, for instance, nurses and medical consultants. Additionally, various journals and magazines have cited the average wait-time in the hospitals' lobbies as approximately three hours (Alkhamis, 2017). Such challenges indicate that the government's healthcare budget may not be enough to provide quality and efficient healthcare services. Thus, there is a need to involve the private sector, hence reducing crowding and increasing healthcare scope. Moreover, adopting a multi-payer system will ensure that citizens who can afford the private sector services leave public hospitals to those who may not afford it.
In a nutshell, healthcare in Saudi Arabia depends mainly on the government's budget as most institutions are funded through the ministry of health. There are few healthcare institutions financed by the private sector, but they can only be found in large cities. Thus, the country's healthcare system can be defined as; mainly a single-payer system. Nevertheless, the government needs to pass laws that provide a comfortable environment for the private sector's thriving. These regulations will ensure quality, fast, and efficient healthcare services.
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