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The contribution of Henrietta Lacks that science has been documented far and wide. Her contribution of Hela cells has immensely revolutionized the way research is conducted especially in medical biology (Callaway, 2013). Till her death in 1951 the cells lines she contributed brought a significant contribution to science. This essay brings out the perception Skloot just like other science scholars have regarding the renowned HeLa as she is commonly known.
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks” is a book narrated by Rebecca Skloot that brings outs one fundamental issue, “that HeLa demonstrated how a single person could make a huge difference in the entire world.” In my opinion, there are no problematic elements of how Skloot portrays Lacks and her family. The recognition that she gave her was beyond the scientific community, and it was indeed a deserved recognition. On the other hand, problematic elements exist as Skloot brings out Henrietta, her family, and HeLa cells as typical black Americans who did not accept to donate cells from their body. In her book, therefore, she associates the family with black beliefs. Debora’s reaction of being in disbelief and shock as brought out by Skloot shows what blacks went through at that time. Debora was not allowed to question, and so she only imagined the misery her mother went through in the black ward till her death.
I agree that it is essential to know who Henrietta Lacks is for the contribution the HeLa cells has made and continues to make as well as how the cells were taken without her consent and what ethics is all about. It is important to know her since the cancer cells that were made without her permission continues to be used in most labs across the world. With such a magnitude of use in the world, one has to care about who she is as maybe you are the beneficiary of her cells (Skloot, 2013). HeLa has also been described as the mother of modern medicine. It is essential to underscore the fact that HeLa cells were immortal and hence continued to multiply even after her death. Her death and what transpired acted as an eye-opener on patient rights and what ethics is all about. She, therefore, remains to be the most respected person in science and medical applications. All these are compelling reasons as to why it is vital for one to understand who she is.
Learning about Henrietta Lack’s story has acted as an eye opener to me on how to treat patient information. I have learned that it is always good to take a compassionate, respectful and a responsible approach when making decisions at every level of medical practice. Even though some decisions undertaken without someone’s consent ends up being helpful, the impact they create to the family is not good (Price, 2018). I have learned to respect the beliefs of others, respect dignity as well as the rights of other people. As a leader, I know other employees will always adopt the moral example I set. Some examples of what medical professionals can do to prevent unethical practice create a code of conduct, consequences of unethical practices have to be reinforced, and an ethics officer needs to be asked to speak regularly about ethical practices.
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